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What is the purpose of the cross? 

The cross is the principle symbol of the Christian religion, recalling the crucifixion of 

Jesus Christ and the redeeming benefits of the passion and death. The cross is thus 

a sign both of Christ himself and of the faith of Christians. 

The cross, along with our bell tower, has been restored through the tireless efforts 

of Jim Cassarella, our Property Chairperson. 

More pictures of the cross being “lifted up” are included in the newsletter along 

with Jim’s “supportive crew”.  
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September 2022 Newsletter 

 

“On Wings Like Eagles” 
 

…but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength 

They shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
They shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.  

                                         Isaiah 40:31 
 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

PO Box 2, 772 St. Johns Road 

Saint Johns, PA  18247 
 

Church Office Phone Number: 570.788.2685 

Email: stjohns@epix.net 

Facebook: SJELC.StJohnsPA 

Website: www.sjlutheran.org 

 

Pastor Designate: Reverend Michele Kaufman 

Organist: Arlene Poltrock 

    Church Secretary:  Rose Fox 

     Phone: 570-788-2685 

      Office Hours:  M-W 9 am to 1 pm; F – 9 am to 12 pm  

 

Our Purpose                                                                                           
(Our sense of what God is calling us to be and do in the mission of the Church) 

God’s purpose for our congregation is to be a Christ-centered community, glorifying God and 

sharing the gospel and blessings with our neighbors. 
 

Sunday Mornings 
Youth Sunday School 8:45 am - Will resume Sept. 11, 2022 

Coffee Hour following Worship first Sunday of the month 
 

Catechism Classes 
Catechism Classes for youth in grades 6, 7, and 8th grades is available.  

Parents and P. Kaufman agree to a schedule that is compatible for all. 

 

All are invited to join us for our worship/fellowship opportunities! 
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Contact Information 

Pastor Michele Kaufman – Pastor Designate 

Phone Number: 570-881-2371 

If you have a pastoral need such as a request for a hospital visit, pastoral care need, or spiritual 

counseling, please contact P. Kaufman. 
 

For other requests such as a baptism, funeral, or wedding, please contact the church office @ 

570.788.2685. If necessary, please leave a message including your full name, phone number, the 

reason for your call, and the best time to contact you. 

 

2022 Church Council Officers/Members 

Melody Hinderer – President                             Janet Brady 

                                    – Vice President                    Jim Cassarella 

 Carolyn Kuehn – Secretary                                 Kim Deliman 

Donna Cassarella – Assistant Secretary           Jan Jacobus 

 Jennifer Cipriani – Treasurer                              Sheila Maslo 

 Sherry Grenzberg – Assistant Treasurer          Jim Mahalick 

 

Church Ministries – See Calendar for Scheduled Meetings/Events 

Finance Team – To be named, Chairperson 

Knot-A-Quilt – Theresa Steinman 

Lay Eucharistic Ministry Team: Melody Hinderer, Judy Mundie 

Learning Ministry Team: Kim Deliman, Chairperson 

Lutheran Church Women (LCW): Mary Ellen Sims, President 

Prayer Circle Ministry: Kim Deliman, Chairperson 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Peggy Hawk 

Property Team: Jim Cassarella, Chairperson 

S.E.R.V.E. Ministry: Donna Cassarella, Melody Hinderer Co-Chairpersons 

Worship and Music Ministry Team: Arlene Poltrock, Chairperson 

 
We offer many opportunities for ministry. If interested, please contact the church office, a 

council member, or the chairperson(s) listed above. 

 

 

                  

                                                 Our Guiding Principles #1 
We proclaim Jesus as our Lord and Savior. 

 

 

 



 

4 
 

 

From Pastor Michele Kaufman 

     Jesus tells us that where we place our treasure, we will find our hearts. Whether we think of it 
as treasure, wealth, or just “our stuff,” Jesus is aware that the things in our lives have a way of 
becoming the center of our lives. We usually don’t mean for things to happen that way but the 
more we concentrate on something, the more important it becomes to us. The things that start 
out on the periphery of our lives have a way of working themselves onto center stage. Too often 
we have allowed the “stuff” of our lives to determine our sense of worth. That’s not the kingdom 
God calls us into. Jesus said that where our treasure is there our hearts will be also. I believe he 
was talking about the fundamental orientation of our lives. What is most important to us? 

     Years ago, my mother-in-law would ask permission to make a purchase for my children. My 
response was often, “It’s your money.” She did it because of the joy it brought not only to the 
children but because she could do it. My mother-in-law grew up during the depression. She knew 
what it was to go without. But knowing she was in a position to be able to do and give brought her 
great joy. Now as a grandmother I understand the feeling. While we all need to pay the bills, things 
are not as important as the joy one sees in the giving of not only gifts, but time spent, memories 
made. Time and how I spend that time has become more precious than the money or things. 

     God’s gift to us is a wondrous gift. It calls us back to the reality of who we were created to be so 
that we can live out of that reality instead a fantasy of material wealth. We are offered a place in 
God’s realm where we matter just because we do. God has said that we are precious and that 
makes it so. When we quit trying to earn our place in God’s world and just accept it as God’s gift, 
then we can begin to really live. We can know wholeness and joy that no one and nothing can ever 
take away. 
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Highlights from the Church Council Meeting July 14, 2022 

Excused Absences: Pastor Michele Kaufman, Jennifer Cipriani. Unexcused Absence: Sherry Grenzberg 

 

Council minutes from June 9, 2022, approved. Treasurer’s Report for June 2022 approved. 

 

Pastor’s Report/Mileage: No report. 

Team Reports  

S.E.R.V.E. Team: 

• Yard/Bake Sale is scheduled for Sept. 3rd, 8 am – 4 pm. 

• 10’ x 20’ tent has been purchased for this event. 

• Motion passed to obtain a license to sell tricky trays. License is good for one year. 

• The SERVE team would like to meet with all the church teams which would include the chairperson 

of each team and all the members of each team. Suggested meeting date August 8th @ 6:30 pm. 

Teams will discuss their future plans for the rest of the year. Also discuss any ideas for “God’s Work, 

Our Hands Sunday”. Set a date for the next meeting, hopefully quarterly meetings can be held. 

• Congregation Meeting is Saturday August 27th from 10 am – 2 pm. A light lunch will be served. 

Purpose of meeting is to discuss a future vision for our church. Announcement of the meeting will be 

communicated to the congregation for three weeks which is required to hold the meeting. 

• The new mailing suggestion of the newsletter distribution went well. 

• Time and Talent sheets will be distributed to each team chairperson. 

• Membership list is being reviewed. 

• Discussed ways on how we can be a more inviting congregation. 

 

Learning Ministry: 

• Plans for VBS is going well. Next meeting is July 26th @ 6:30 pm 

 

Property Team: 

• Motion light by the steps was repaired. 

• Zanolini’s is getting out of the business for lawn care. Four Diamond Lawn Care, Inc. will be contacted 

to see if they are interested. 

• Power receptacle will be put on the pole in the parking lot to be used for the yard/bake sale. 

• Handicap area needs to be repaired. Quotes are needed.   

 

Finance Team: 

• Bulletin sponsors was discussed. 

• Luther Hall is available to be rented. 

• Discussed a possible policy to receive a percentage of funds for any fundraisers held 

 

 

Lay Eucharist Team:  

• Melody Hinderer and Judy Mundie continue to make calls to our shut-ins and our homebound 

members. 
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Minutes from July 14th continued: 

 

Call Committee: No report. 

 

Old Business: 

• Jim Mehalick’s letter of resignation from council has not been received. 

• Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends 25% forms will be picked up. 

• Synod membership update needs to be completed. 

New Business: 

• Thank You note from the Valley Food Pantry was received. 

• Thrivent Dollars will be distributed differently. 

• August supply pastors have been assigned 

• Coffee hour after church will begin Sept 4th and the first Sunday of each month going forward. 

• Received the resignation from Don Wenner, Jr. as President of Council and as a council member. 

• Rose Fox is up for her 90-day review. Increase in hourly wage was approved. 

• iPad for organ is not working.  

• Our 225th Anniversary is in 2024. A team needs to be formed for this celebration. 

• Council members will be attending a meeting @ St. Paul’s on July 18th @ 7pm.  
 

Next Meeting August 11th, 2022 @ 7 pm. Church council ended the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer.  

 

 

Highlights from the Church Council Meeting August 11, 2022 

Excused Absences: Janet Brady, Kim Deliman Unexcused Absence: Sheila Maslo 

 

Council minutes from July 14, 2022, approved. Treasurer’s Report for July 2022 approved. 

 

Pastor’s Report/Mileage for June and July 2022: 

• Total of 25 hours, 230 miles 

• Shut-ins and nursing home church members received communion. 

• Judy Mundie and Melody Hinderer can begin visits to the shut-ins and nursing homes again. 

• There were 25 children for VBS. 

• $ 537.41 was raised for a farm family. Total costs for a farm family are $ 750.00.  

• Confirmation classes will resume in September.  

• Sept. 11th is Lutheran Day. The bishop will be attending St. Paul’s worship service at 11 am. Our 

congregation is invited to an outdoor luncheon beginning at Noon. If you are planning on attending, 

please bring a covered dish.  

• First communion classes will be held in the spring of 2023. 

 

Cemetery Treasurer’s Report: 

• Report was reviewed. 
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Minutes from August 11th continued: 

 

• UCC President Frank Costello asked if we wanted to give a donation of $ 1000.00 to the cemetery 

for 2023 and 2024 to match the donation of UCC. Motion was passed to have an appeal for 2023 

and 2024 on Mother’s Day and Father’s Day in memory or in honor of someone to go towards the 

donation.  

 

Team Reports  

Worship & Music Team:  

• Choir rehearsal will begin Sept. 14th @ 2 pm. Anthem on Sept. 18th. 

 

Motion passed to have a discussion with UCC to have a joint Christmas Eve Service this year and 

alternate having services each year.   

 

S.E.R.V.E. Team: 

• Team meeting on Aug 8th went well. All teams need help. 

• Reviewed plans for the yard sale on Sept. 3rd. 

• Reviewed the agenda for the congregation meeting Aug 27th. 

• License to have tricky trays was purchased, good for one year. 

• Church secretary has all the spreadsheets that contain the following information: membership list, 

birthdays, anniversaries, baptisms, and emergency contact list. Rose will keep spreadsheets updated. 

Rose is researching birthdays; our hope is to have more birthdays in our newsletter. 

• Newsletter will be distributed using the “trial run” for the July/Aug newsletter. 

• Newsletter is on our website; our FB page will show a link for the newsletter that will direct people 

to our church website. This will encourage people to go to our website for information. 

• Next year, there will be 6 open seats for council. 

 

Learning Ministry Team: VBS went well. Sunday school starts Sept. 11th. 

 

Property Team: 

• Contract was signed for Four Diamond Lawn Care. Proof of insurance was provided. 

• Principle Led (company which provided the lighting for our cross) asked to use our cross pictures for 

advertising. Melody sent a letter giving the company permission to use the pictures. If you go to the 

website, you can view our cross and the letter Melody wrote to the company. 

• Shrubbery has been removed from the courtyard; stone has been laid down. Holly bush from 

courtyard was transplanted by the steps going down to Luther Hall. 

• Mountain Top Paving put in a bid to pave the handicap entrance. Three announcements will be 

made, vote to be taken during the congregation meeting.  

• Boy Scouts inquired about building a pavilion on the south lawn as an Eagle Project. 

 

LWC:  

• Shoo Fly Pie Sale – will be decided on their next meeting. 
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Minutes from August 11th continued: 

 

Lay Eucharist Team:  

• Melody Hinderer and Judy Mundie continue to make calls to our shut-ins and our homebound 

members. 

 

Call Committee: No report. 

 

Finance Team: 

• Bulletins can be sponsored in memory or in honor of someone for $ 10.00/week. 

• Endowment Fund has a CD maturing in Aug 2022, will rollover for a 6-year term. Rate 3.25%. 

 

Old Business: 

• Jim Mahalick – resignation letter not received for four months; council seat is declared vacant. 

• Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends 25% off forms were picked up. 

 

Old Business: 

• Coffee hour on Sept 4th will be sponsored by the church council. 

• Anchor Church – no report. 

• iPad for organ is not working. 

• Congregation meeting for Aug 27th from 10-2, light lunch will be served. 

 

New Business: 

• Pastors for Sept: P. Fairchild Sept. 11th and 18th, P. Mundie Sept 4th and 25th. 

• Lockbox will be closed, and all documents will be removed and placed in a fire-proof box. 

• There is an interest from the AA to use our church for meetings. 

• Member directory will be made with names and addresses using the information we have. 

• Scout Sunday is Feb 5th, 2023. Scouts want to have a procession with flags before the church 

service. They have requested to have P. Michele preach that day. They will be having a birthday 

afterwards to celebrate the birthday of the scout’s organization. 

 

Next Meeting September 8th @ 7 pm. Church council meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
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Supply Pastor Schedule                           Altar Flowers                 
Sept. 4 – Rev. Melvin Mundie                          ILM of Loved Ones by Patty Phile Family 

Sept. 11 - Rev. Chip Fairchild                            Celebration of Wedding Anniversary of  

       Donna & Jim Cassarella 

Sept. 18 – Rev. Chip Fairchild                           ILM of Grace, John & Harry Sharpe 

Sept. 25 – Rev. Melvin Mundie                        Available to sponsor 
**************************************************************************************** 

Dates Open for Sponsoring Flowers 

The following dates are open for sponsoring flowers:   September 25th 

and November 20th. Please sign the Flower Chart in the St. Stephen’s 

room, if you are interested in sponsoring the altar flowers on any of the 

dates listed. 

***************************************************************************************

September Birthday/Baptism/Anniversary Celebrations: 

We publish these celebrations with permission and information given by our members. If your celebration 

is missing from our list, please call the church secretary with the information and your information will be 

updated. Thank you! 

 

 

 

  

                   Sept. 3 – Clara Barrho                             Sept. 16 – Elise Amaya Eveland 

                   Sept. 12 – Mary Ellen Sims                              Sept. 20 – Carson Ustonofski 

                   Sept. 19 – Lorraine Schell                             Sept. 23 – John Cressman 

        Sept. 29 – Clara Barrho 

 

 

 

    Sept. 10 - Carolyn and Ernest Kuehn 

    Sept. 11 – Melody and Stephen Hinderer (40th Anniversary) 

    Sept. 13 – Donna and Jim Cassarella 

    Sept. 24 – Mary Ellen and Larry Sims 

    Sept. 26 – Kim and Joe Washko 
*************************************************************************************** 

Luther Hall 

As a member of our congregation, Luther Hall is available to you if you need a place to hold a function such 

as a birthday party, baptism celebrations, first communion celebrations, confirmation celebrations, 

anniversary parties, and funeral dinners. For non-members, our hall is available for certain functions 

(funeral dinners not included) and there may be a fee depending on the usage of the hall (kitchen, etc.). All 

requests from members or non-members will have to be approved by the church council. If you are 

interested in reserving Luther Hall, please contact Jim Cassarella or Melody Hinderer. 
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Worship Service Volunteers Needed 

Since the Covid restrictions have been lifted, we are reverting back to our 

“normal” worship services which include coming forward for communion and 

offering collection. There is a sign-up sheet in the St. Stephen’s room for 

volunteers to fill the following responsibilities for our Sunday worship services: 

Head Usher/Building Attendant, Assistant Minister/Wine Pourer, Altar Guild 

(fold bulletins, etc.), Altar Guild (set up the altar for communion, etc.), 

Greeters, Crucifer (if needed), Acolyte, Communion Bread Provider, Bring Wine and Bread forward, 

Communion Ushers, Collection Ushers. 

If you have any questions about any of the responsibilities above, please see a council member. We need 

volunteers in all areas, thank you.             

**************************************************************************************** 

Lay Eucharistic Visitor Training 
 

Lay Eucharistic Visitors are trained to bring the communion meal from worship to ill and homebound 

members of their congregation who are unable to attend church services. 

Christ Lutheran Church, Conyngham, is offering a one-day training event on September 10th from 9:30 am – 

4 pm. Registration is required. The cost is $ 30.00/per person.  To register email Julia Menzo, at 

jmenzo@libertylutheran.org. 

 

**************************************************************************************** 

Clean-Up: A Note to All Church Teams 

 ALL the church teams are encouraged to plan a day or days to clean out closets, cabinets, and storage 

areas the team utilizes. Please throw away items that are no longer useful (for example: outdated books 

and material), clean, and re-organize the areas. If you have items your team no longer finds useful, please 

ask others if they could find a use for the item(s), if not please throw them away. Our next community yard 

sale is on September 3rd. If the item(s) are not useful to our church, the item(s) may be put in the yard sale. 

It will take all of us to come together and make our church safe and inviting for all. Please fill out a team 

report on your clean-up progress and submit your report to any council member. Please contact church 

council if you have any questions. Thank you! 

*************************************************************************************   

Valley Food Pantry 

As we do every year, our churches, together with the Valley Food Pantry distributes 

special “Holiday” food boxes.  This Thanksgiving, our church will sponsor boxes of 

stuffing mix. Any donation of regular or decaf tea or coffee is appreciated.  

Donations must be in by November 17th. 

Besides the “Holiday” food boxes, the food pantry is in need of tomato products (sauce, paste, diced, 

stewed, crushed) and bar soap.  No expired food, please.  

THANK YOU in advance for your generosity. 

mailto:jmenzo@libertylutheran.org
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Bulletin Sponsors 
 

Church members have the opportunity to sponsor our weekly church bulletins. The cost for one week is 

$10.00. Forms are available in the St. Stephen’s room. Please fill out the form along with your check 

payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church and return it to Rose Fox our church secretary. 

************************************************************************************** 

Prayer Circle 

I ask that we all embark on a prayerful journey. Take the time to say a prayer for the 

suffering as well as the rejoicing. Reach out to someone. Share a smile, hug, or kind word 

with them. Invite them to church. You never know how one small act can impact a day or 

a life for someone. With your help, the members of the church can keep the Prayer Circle current and 

enable us to fulfill the needs of the church, community, and the world in which we live. 

 

 If you have a prayer request for yourself, someone else, or would like to join the Prayer Circle and receive 

the list of prayer concerns; Please contact Kim Deliman at 570-788-4459. Leave a message with your 

contact information, prayer request and if possible, the duration of the prayer request will be needed. 

(Example: indefinitely, week(s), month(s), etc.) Let me know what is to be done for the requested name, 

whether it is to be included in the bulletin, placed on the prayer circle list, or if the person would like to be 

contacted by Pastor Michele Kaufman. You may also call the church office, fill out a prayer request card, 

and place it with the offering or sign the Prayer Request list located on the table in the St. Stephen’s Room. 

* I have not been receiving any information regarding the names to be added or removed from the Prayer 

List.  Please keep me personally informed. 

 

 Psalms 18:6 "In my distress I called to the Lord; I cried to my God for help.  

From his temple he heard my voice; my cry came before him, into his ears." 

 

**************************************************************************************** 

Church Member Directory 
 

There have been many requests to publish a church member directory. Our last directory 

is outdated and much of our member’s information has changed. Our church secretary, 

Rose Fox, will be contacting our members to get permission to have your information 

published. The information we are seeking is a current mailing address, current phone 

number, and email.  We will not publish any information that you do not want published. As before, our 

directory will only be given to our members to use for sending cards for lifetime events such as birthdays, 

anniversaries, etc. This will be a time-consuming project and if you want to call the church office and give 

your information before Rose calls you, please do so as that will move this project along more quickly. 

Thank you for your cooperation.   
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Monthly Coffee Hour Reinstated 
 

On September 4th, our coffee hour after church will be reinstated after a very long 

absence. The church council will be sponsoring the coffee hour. There will be a birthday 

cake to celebrate members who have birthdays in September. Coffee Hour will be 

observed on the first Sunday of each month going forward. There is a sign-up sheet in 

the St. Stephen’s room for members/church teams to sponsor a coffee hour.  

 
*************************************************************************************** 

 

“God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday” 
 

The ELCA will be observing “God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday” on September 11th.  This day is observed for 

churches to reach out to their community in the name of Jesus. Our church teams decided on a service to 

provide “Baby Care Kits” for the Pregnancy Resource Center in West Hazleton. There will be a box in the St. 

Stephen’s room for the following items for babies: sleepers, receiving blankets, socks, baby caps, and 

onesies. For mothers: hand towels, bath-size soaps, sweaters, jackets, socks, lightweight t-shirts, and short-

sleeved gowns. Cash donations are also accepted and will be used to buy items listed. The collection will be 

ongoing through September 30th, 2022.  

 

******************************************************************************** 

Sunday School Teachers Needed 
 

Children learn about Jesus at a very young age due to the volunteers who teach 

Sunday school. At this time, we do not have teachers for the 2022-2023 church 

year. If you are interested in this opportunity, please contact Kim Deliman, the 

Learning Ministry Team Chairperson, her cell number is 570-790-3288.  

 

**************************************************************************************** 

First Holy Communion Classes and Confirmation Classes 

 
First Holy Communion classes will begin in the Spring of 2023. If you have a child 

entering the second grade and you would like your child to receive Holy Communion 

instruction, please contact the church office @ 570-788-2685 if you have any 

questions. 

 

 

Confirmation classes for the current class, who are in their second year of instruction, 

will resume in September. If you have a child entering the 6th grade or a higher grade, 

they would be eligible for their first year of instruction. Please call the church office 

@ 570-788-2685 if you have any questions. 
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In memory of Barbara Billig 

 
Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; let them rest 

from their labours for their good deeds go with them. 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord. 

And let their perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace.     Amen 

 
**************************************************************************************** 

 

 

St. John’s Shoofly Or Not 
 

LCW is presently conducting a survey as to whether or not St. 

John’s will be able to have a shoofly pre-sale this October.  If 

several obstacles can be overcome, we hope to make a reduced 

amount of pies.   

 
 
The obstacles are: 
 

1) We need a coordinator.  Arlene is retiring after serving for almost 30 years.  She tells us that she 
would gladly train anyone willing to take her place.  Arlene said everyone pitched in to help her 
make the job easier and enjoyable.  Needing a coordinator is our biggest obstacle.   

2) We need approximately 30 volunteers for various jobs, such as crust makers, crumb makers, crust 
rollers, etc., for the first day.  If a second day of baking is required, we would need 20 volunteers. 

3) By early September, we would need to gather the essential ingredients.  Lately, due to supply chain 
difficulties, we were unable to be assured of obtaining the necessary ingredients.  Prices have sky-
rocketed also.  For example, pie tins have tripled in price. 
 
On July 24th, a survey/sign-up sheet was placed in the St. Stephen’s Room at St. John’s for 
volunteers, both for coordinator and workers.  If no one signs up for coordinator or there are not 
enough workers volunteering, we cannot have the pie sale.  Members of St. John’s, it is up to you 
whether or not this beloved St. John’s tradition continues.  The deadline for the survey/sign-up is 
Sunday, September 4th. 
 
On Tuesday, September 6th, LCW will have their regular meeting at 1 pm in the church.  A final 
decision will be made concerning a possible Shoofly Pie Sale on October 10th and 11th.  Prayers are 
powerful, pray for us. 
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Community Craft/Vendor & Yard Sale 

Saturday, Sept. 3rd from 8 am to 4 pm 

BAKE SALE – FOOD & GOODIES – TRICKY TRAYS 
 

 

Vendors reserve your 10’ x 10’ space for $15 per space and a tricky tray donation. You will need to provide 
your own tables and chairs.  Canopies are recommended since this is a rain or shine event. Call the church 
to reserve your space at 570-788-2685 or call Donna at 570-788-1483. 

Baked Goods Needed! 
Response for sign-ups to donate baked goods for the upcoming Community Yard Sale has been minimal.  
Last spring, St. John’s members responded so overwhelmingly that we had a second sale the next day at the 
church following worship service.  If the LCW isn’t able to continue with shoofly pie sales, the Community 
Yard Sale twice yearly will be the only fundraiser LCW will have to support our projects for St. John’s and 
our outreach in mission to others.  Won’t you please bake an item or two in support? 
 
Please bring your donated baked goods to the church on Friday, September 2nd by 1 pm.  Bringing the items 
on Saturday morning before or during the sale makes it difficult for those working to cut up and divide and 
package items while attending to customers.  Thank you for your cooperation! 
 

**************************************************************************************** 

Lutheran Day To Be Celebrated On September 11th 

 

On Sunday, September 11th at 11:00 a.m. St. Paul’s Lutheran Church located at 316 

S. Mountain Blvd will be hosting Lutheran Day. We would like to extend an invitation 

to our Lutheran sisters and brothers to join us for worship, followed by a potluck 

picnic under the big top and entertainment following! We will welcome Bishop Chris 

deForest who will be with us and will be preaching and spending time with us. We 

wish to invite our neighboring Lutheran churches to join in the celebration. Meats and drinks will be 

provided. Everyone is asked to bring something to share. Please join us for worship or for lunch and 

fellowship as your schedule allows. We look forward to gathering as the people of God in this place at this 

time.  
 

**************************************************************************************** 

Boscov’s  “Friends Helping Friends” 

Wednesday, October 19, 2022  Store Hours:  8 am – 11 pm 
 

The “Friends Helping Friends” fundraising event is an opportunity for every local non-profit organization to 

raise donations for their organization by selling shopping passes to this event. It is completely FREE to 

participate, and our church keeps 100% of the $5.00 donations made in exchange for each shopping pass. 

Shopping passes are $5.00, and you receive a 25% discount shopping pass for one day only on October 19th. 

Once you receive your pass, there is a bottom portion of your pass that you tear off and fill in your name 

and address. This portion of the pass, once filled in, can be dropped off in a Ballot Box, which is located 

throughout the store. If your name is chosen, you will receive a $100.00 Boscov’s Gift Card. 

This is an event where everyone wins, and it is a start to the holiday shopping. If you wish to buy a pass, 

please see Melody Hinderer. 
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The Cross On Our Belltower 
 

On the morning of July 22nd, Jim Cassarella (Property Chairman) 

assembled a crew from our church to manually hoist the cross up 

onto the bell tower into its former position.  Jan Dindoffer, Joe 

Washko, and Jim Cassarella were the tower crew along with Don 

Wenner, Sr., Bill Boyer, and John Brady were the ground crew.  

Ropes were slung down from the bell tower and tied to the newly 

lit cross when pulled by hand up the face of the building while the 

ground crew needed to pull and guide it over the alcove, stained 

glass window, and the ledges.  The cross is now bolted in place 

and shines brightly, welcoming all to our house of God. 

“The light of the cross will forever shine so bright and bring hope 

to all who have a chance to see it and believe in its meaning.” 

                                           Melody Hinderer, Council President 

Alternative lighting was needed to replace the old broken Neon 

tube lights that were no longer working.  A newly created hi-tec 

product called “Street Wrap Flex” developed by Principal LED out of Texas worked with Jim Cassarella to 

specifically design its application for our cross. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donation Received 

A donation was received from a member of our congregation that paid for the lighting installed on our cross. 

On behalf of our congregation, we thank you for your generosity and appreciation expressed in a job well 

done by the Property Team, led by Jim Cassarella and his “assistants”. Without the generosity of our 

members, we could not fulfill the ministries that God has placed before us. The time, the hours, the planning, 

the research, the physical work, and not to leave out the mental toil we endure so our tasks may be the work 

that pleases our God and Savior.   Thank you to all who work so hard for God’s church and all his children.   
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Vacation Bible School 

“Discovery on Adventure Island” 

“Quest for God’s Great Light” 
St. John’s Lutheran and St. John’s UCC worked together to have a faithful 

experience for the children as they learned many stories from the Bible.  

There were 25 children who attended, and we also had 29 helpers for the week. 

 

We thank the following for their contributions to a wonderful week: 

Spiritual leadership: P. Michele Kaufman and Pastor Albert Titus 

Music leaders: Arlene Poltrock, Linda Snyder, and Pastor Titus 

Games leaders and helpers: Candice Van Horn, Sherry Grenzberg, Rhianna Temborski, Devin Cipriani, 

Kaylob Lindsey, and Lauren Harmonosky 

Craft leaders & helpers: Kim Deliman, Jan Jacobus, Shirley Drasher, Donna Cassarella, Patty Phile, Betty 

Wenner, McKenah Floyd, Janet Brady, and Rose Fox 

Snacks leader and helpers: Darlene Van Horn, Gale Kubida, Allyson Wolfe, Frank Costello, and Clyde Van 

Horn 

Morning organizers & mission project: Dawn Klick and Darlene Van Horn 

Helpers: Jim Cassarella, Frank Costello, Clyde Van Horn, John Simonson, Dave Mumaw 

Coordinators: Jennifer Cipriani, Darlene Van Horn, Arlene Poltrock, Kim Deliman, Donna Cassarella, Melody 

Hinderer, Patty Phile, P. Albert Titus, and P. Michele Kaufman 

 

Our offerings collected during the week went to the mission project “Global Farm Challenge”. This 

project involves helping to provide animals and to educate people on how to care for farm animals. 

Canned and boxed foods were also collected for our Valley Food Pantry. 

Thank you to St. John’s UCC Church for the picnic lunch after the program. 

It was great working together with everyone and many thanks for all  

the hours spent making this a successful endeavor. 

 

VBS Donation to the Valley Food Pantry was a huge success!   

A big “THANK YOU” to all who donated! 
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How the AT Fundraiser held in May for James Duran Inspired a Young Man 

 

Hazleton Launchbox Teen Entrepreneurship Challenge Winner is Jacob Marinock who has come up 

with an idea to help children with a genetic disease called Ataxia-telangiectasia or AT which affects 

40,000 to 100,000 people worldwide. 

Does this disease sound familiar? St. John’s was approached to see if a fundraiser could be held on 

our church’s south lawn for James Duran who has AT. The fundraiser was to bring awareness not 

only to the disease but to the children in our area who have AT. 

Jacob sold tickets for the tricky trays that day and was intrigued and wanted to help. He was 

referred to Dr. Lederman from John Hopkins who is the leading doctor in the United States and 

possibly the world. He suggested that Jacob invent something to help the children exercise. Since 

children with this disease are in a wheelchair before they become a teenager, they can’t get the 

necessary exercise they need.  

Jacob came up with the idea to make a foam glove and shoes that would provide fast-paced 

electronic stimulation to keep children moving. Keeping the children moving would improve their 

coordination, posture, and ability to swallow.  

Jacob is using his own money and money from family and friends to finance his idea. 

May the grace of God guide Jacob as he moves forward with his idea. We wish Jacob the best of 

luck and can’t wait to see how his invention will improve the lives of so many with AT. 

God works in all of us to bring our individual gifts to life. Open your heart to God so He can bring 

out the gifts you have to share with the world.  

Let’s cheer Jacob on…. Go Jacob Go… 
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❖ September 1st – Boy Scouts Parent/Committee Meeting 

❖ September 2nd – Donations for Bake Sale due by 1 pm 

❖ September 3rd – Community Yard Sale @ 8 am to 4 pm 

 

❖ September 4th – Church @ 10 am; Coffee Hour 

❖ September 5th – Labor Day 

❖ September 6th – LCW Meeting @ 1 pm 

❖ September 7th – Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 9:30 

❖ September 8th – Church Council Meeting @ 7 pm 

 

❖ September 11th –Rally Day; Sunday School @ 8:45 am; Church @ 10 am, 

                               St. Paul’s Luncheon @ 12 pm (bring a covered dish) 

❖ September 12th – Boy Scouts @ 6 pm 

❖ September 14th - Choir @ 2 pm 

❖ September 15th – October Newsletter deadline 

❖ September 17th – Divine Providence Meal 

 

❖ September 18th – Sunday School @ 8:45 am; Church @ 10 am 

❖ September 19th – Boy Scouts @ 6 pm 

❖ September 21st – Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 9:30 am; Choir @ 2 pm 

 

❖ September 25th – Sunday School @ 8:45 am; Church @ 10 am 

❖ September 26th – Boy Scouts @ 6 pm 

❖ September 28th – Choir @ 2 pm 

❖ September 29th – S.E.R.V.E. Meeting @ 6:30 pm 

 


