April 2022 Newsletter
“On Wings Like Eagles”
…but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength
They shall mount up with wings like eagles,
They shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.
Isaiah 40:31
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
PO Box 2, 772 St. Johns Road
Saint Johns, PA 18247
Church Office Phone Number: 570.788.2685
Email: stjohns@epix.net
Facebook: SJELC.StJohnsPA
Website: www.sjlutheran.org
Pastor Designate: Reverend Michele Kaufman
Organist: Arlene Poltrock
Church Secretary Office Hours:
Please leave a voice mail @ 570-788-2685

Our Purpose
(Our sense of what God is calling us to be and do in the mission of the Church)
God’s purpose for our congregation is to be a Christ-centered community, glorifying God and
sharing the gospel and blessings with our neighbors.

Sunday Mornings
Coffee Fellowship Hour 9:10 – 9:50
Youth Sunday School 8:45 am followed by Worship Service 10 am

Catechism Classes
Catechism Class for youth in grades 6, 7, and 8th grades is available. Parents and P. Kaufman
agree to a schedule that is compatible for all.

All are invited to join us for our worship/fellowship opportunities!
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Contact Information
Pastor Michele Kaufman – Pastor Designate
Phone Number: 570-881-2371
If you have a pastoral need such as a request for a hospital visit, pastoral care need or spiritual
counseling, please contact P. Kaufman.
For other requests such as a baptism, funeral, or wedding, please contact the church office @
570.788.2685. If necessary, please leave a message including your full name, phone number,
reason for your call and the best time to contact you.
2022 Church Council Officers/Members
Don Wenner, Jr. – President
Janet Brady
Melody Hinderer – Vice President
Jim Cassarella
Carolyn Kuehn – Secretary
Kim Deliman
Donna Cassarella – Assistant Secretary
Jan Jacobus
Jennifer Cipriani – Treasurer
Sheila Maslo
Sherry Grenzberg – Assistant Treasurer
Jim Mahalick
Church Ministries – See Calendar for Scheduled Meetings/Events
Finance Team – Don Wenner, Jr. Chairperson
Knot-A-Quilt – Theresa Steinman
Lay Eucharistic Ministry Team: Melody Hinderer, Judy Mundie
Learning Ministry Team: Kim Deliman, Chairperson
Lutheran Church Women (LCW): Mary Ellen Sims, President
Prayer Circle Ministry: Kim Deliman, Chairperson
Prayer Shawl Ministry: Peggy Hawk
Property Team: Jim Cassarella, Chairperson
S.E.R.V.E. Ministry: Donna Cassarella, Melody Hinderer Co-Chairpersons
Worship and Music Ministry Team: Arlene Poltrock, Chairperson
We offer many opportunities for ministry. If interested, please contact the church office, a
council member, or the chairperson(s) listed above.

Our Guiding Principles #1
We proclaim Jesus as our Lord and Savior.
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How can you be saved?
“In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” 1 Peter 1:3
The death and resurrection of Jesus means that there is hope in this hopeless
world; that there truly is a God; and that not only does he understand us, but he
became one of us. He took our sins upon himself and is alive today.
Romans 10:9 says that “If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”
It is that simple. If we truly believe he is who he says he is and that he rose from
the dead as he said he would, it will forever change the way we think and live.
This is the time of year that life begins to bloom around us. Spring replaces
winter, and as the air begins to warm there is a sense of rejuvenation and
refreshing—a feeling that the old is being made new all over again. It is fitting
that we celebrate the resurrection at this time of year, and also fitting that we
embrace the new life offered to us through our living Savior.
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From Pastor Michele Kaufman
Without Good Friday there could be no resurrection. It’s no wonder that
Christians place a great deal of significance on Holy Week. Holy Week is the
most sacred time of the year, for we commemorate and remember the last
week of Jesus’ life on this earth. These are the days leading up to the great
Easter celebration. The Lenten season of sacrifice and self-denial is about to
come to an end. Our focus should be on the Passion (suffering) and
resurrection of Jesus Christ and the events that led up to it.
Historical documents tell us that as early as the 4th century the church
celebrated these great events with a feeling of profound sanctity. It begins
with Palm Sunday which marks Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem as
Savior and King. Although no special observances are held on Monday,
Tuesday, or Wednesday, plenty happened. On Sunday, the religious leaders
— the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, “scribes,” — had asked Jesus’
followers to tone down their celebration. The conflict intensified throughout
Holy Week. On Monday, Jesus went to the Temple and overturned the
moneychanger’s tables. He was priest as well as king, and demanded the
Temple be returned to a place of prayer. Conflict between Jesus and the
religious leaders reached a boiling point. They questioned his authority and
asked him impossible questions, like paying taxes to the hated Romans. He
responded with cutting wisdom and pointed parables. Before the day ended,
Jesus lashed back with warnings about the Pharisees’ hypocrisy, including
the seven “woes” found in Matthew 23. The religious leaders decided Jesus
must die, setting the road to his crucifixion in motion. On the day known as
“Spy Wednesday,” Judas Iscariot, one of the disciples, arranged with the
religious leaders to betray Jesus.
We move to Maundy Thursday, when we remember how Jesus
instituted the Last Supper, which he shared with his disciples on the night
He was betrayed and arrested. Jesus explained the significance of the
Passover. As John the Baptist said early in his career, Jesus was the Lamb of
God. The bread was his body, broken for us, the wine, his blood. On Good
Friday, the day of the crucifixion and death of our Lord. It is a vivid reminder
of just how far God was willing to go to win us back. Holy Saturday is a vigil.
We keep watch for the expectant rising of our Savior. He battles the powers
of hell for up to this time, the gates of heaven were closed and no one could
enter because of the original sin of Adam. Jesus changed all that. By paying
the price of our sins on the cross, He gained for us our eternal salvation and
heaven was opened to us once more.
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Those who engage themselves wholeheartedly in experiencing the entire
Paschal cycle discover that it can change them forever. Walking with Jesus
as he enters Jerusalem, sits in the company of his disciples, prays in the
Garden, stands before Pilate in the Praetorium, carries his cross through the
narrow streets of Jerusalem, draws his last breath on the cross is an intense
immersion in the fundamental mystery of what it is to be a Christian. During
these days, we suffer with Christ so that we may rise with him at His
glorious resurrection. Holy Week is a time to clear our schedules of
unnecessary activities. Our minds and hearts should be fixed on Jesus and
what he’s done for us. As Paul would later say, without the resurrection, our
faith is in vain. Hallelujah! Our Lord is alive and because He lives, we too
shall live!
Between Sundays I visit with people who are facing a struggle that few in
their lives understand. They're sick or injured. Dying or bereaved.
Depressed, heart-broken, betrayed, alone, or wrestling with doubt. And if
you come to church on Palm Sunday and Easter, you might not think we in
the church know anything about that.
But if you come between Sundays, you'll find a faith that knows what that is
like. More than that, you'll find a God who knows what that is like. To me,
the most comforting part of Holy Week is not the waving of triumphal palms
on one Sunday morning, or the flowers and joyous hymns on the next. It's
what happens in between.
It's Jesus on Maundy Thursday sharing a table with the people he loved
the most. It's him washing their feet, and showing that the mark of a true
leader is whether they can serve others. It's Jesus still loving those disciples
even though he knew that, at best, they would abandon him, and at worst,
they would betray him. And it's Jesus in the garden, alone, heart-broken,
and struggling between what he wanted to do and what he knew he had to
do.
On Good Friday, it continues. The world turns against him, and the ones
who cheered his entry in Jerusalem instead cheer his death. He suffers. He
calls out to a God who does not seem to answer. He doubts. He feels pain,
and loss, and grief. And in the end he loses his life.
As more churches cancel mid-week services due to low attendance and
roll all the stories into a Passion Sunday service on Palm Sunday, I wonder if
we are losing that time we once had to sit with Christ in his struggles? If we
can’t spend time with Christ, will we then lose our ability to learn to sit with
others in their struggle and with ourselves in our own?
I encourage you to carve out time in your busy schedule to walk with
Christ on the most important walk of His life!

5

From the President’s Corner
Hi Folks, I hope everyone remembered to wear green on St, Patrick’s day.
Great news!! Starting Sunday March 20th COVID restrictions are lifted and we will be having a
more normal service.
So, starting with Easter we will begin having the sacraments at the alter if you so wish. Those
that wish to remain in their seats the prepackaged cups will still be available. Prior to the
service the Communion glasses will be pre-poured using a syringe. Glasses will be separated in
a tray a not touching another glass. The Pastor will sanitize his/her hands before handling the
bread. The offering will also be collected in the seats.
Choir will resume with practice beginning Wednesdays April 6th and 13th. Choir will sing an
anthem on Easter Sunday.
Easter monetary donations will be given to the family of Kaylee Barbush.
Prior to the March 6th service bottles of water were handed out with an envelope. That started
the ELCA 40 Days of Giving (Water Well Project). Our goal is to collect $500 for two wells, by
every time we use water to put money in the envelope. Pr. Chip at the service graciously
challenged us that if we collected $500.00 for two wells, he would match it. We will collect until
Easter.
There will be a Scavenger Hunts, luncheon and egg hunt. First a hunt for the Hallelujah letters
will run until Easter by Pastor Michele. Then on Sunday, April 3rd, a covered dish luncheon
along with another scavenger hunt and Easter egg hunt for the kids. Chicken fingers and
beverages will be provided. Attendees if your able please bring a covered dish to share.
Our Learning and Ministry committee has been very busy.
1. The children will have an Easter program on May 1st.
2. Baskets of Blessings – The list of items needed will be collected by April 3rd. Filled
baskets will be blessed on Palm Sunday, April 10th. They will be delivered between April 11th
and 16th.
3. VBS is scheduled for August 1st to 5th, 2022. Decorate Luther Hall the last week of July,
2022.
4. $27.00 was collected from the Valentine Hearts,
5. $34.00 was collected from the Hunger Challenge.
6. $66.00 was collected from the Soup Cook-off.
The Sausage Supper will be May 23rd. Tickets will remain $12.00 each. Tickets will be on sale
soon.
There was a request to use Luther Hall for a James Duran’s fundraiser at our church on
Saturday, June 18th, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. More information to follow. (continued on next page)
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From the President’s Corner (continued)
This year the Synod Assembly will be on-line. The Mission District meeting will be in person.
Melody Hinderer volunteered to be the female representative and still in need of a male to
represent our church. The Mission District meeting is on Sunday, May 1st in Palmerton. The
SYNOD assembly takes place on Friday, June 10th and Saturday, June 11th.
This past Council meeting we discussed at length concerning our giving is down by more than
50 percent. The possibilities of why and how to reverse that trend. One thing to save money
was beginning in May, we will begin using the hymnals for our worship services instead of the
worship folders. The Finance committee will look into this at our meeting March 18th.
Gods Speed,
Don Wenner, Jr.
Council President

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
Covid Restrictions Lifted
We will be returning to a normal church service beginning Easter Sunday!
The church council is lifting all Covid restrictions beginning Easter Sunday. All members and
visitors will come forward to the communion table to receive the bread and wine. The wine
glasses will be pre-filled using a syringe and the glasses will be separated in the communion
tray. The wine glasses will not be touched by anyone. The pastor will sanitize their hands before
distributing the bread. For those who are still hesitant about resuming our normal communion
distribution, the pre-filled communion kits will still be available. You may come forward and
your wafer and wine will be blessed. Gluten free wafers will be available.
We will take up offering using our offering plates. Hand sanitizers will be available in the
sanctuary or the St. Stephen’s room for your use.
We thank all those who have made these huge decisions to keep our members and visitors safe
during the Covid pandemic.
Beginning in May, we will begin using our hymnals for our worship service instead of the
worship folders.
We hope that all will feel safe in returning to worship. We miss all of you and we hope to see
you again very soon.
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Holy Week Lenten Services
April 14th: Mundy Thursday Service @ 7 pm, we do not have a pastor for this service.
April 15th: Good Friday Service @ 7 pm.
Supply Pastor Schedule
March 3rd – Pastor Chip Fairchild
March 10th – Pastor Chip Fairchild
March 17th – Pastor Phyllis Pelletier
March 24th – Pastor Phyllis Pelletier

Altar Flowers
IMO Bill Boyer, Sr. by Family
IMO Loved Ones by the Phile Family
Easter Flowers
IMO Priscilla I. Mundie by Family

April Birthday/Wedding/Baptism Celebrations:
We publish these celebrations with permission and information given by our members. If your
celebration is missing from our list, please call the church secretary with the information and
your information will be updated. Thank you!

April 2nd Kayleigh Simmons
April 18th Betty Kushner
rd
April 3 Michelle Allen
April 18th Irene Heidrich
th
April 12 Asa Miller
______________________________________________________________________________

Our congregation extends our deepest condolences to the families of:
John Zamba
Carole Horlacher
John Koch
Bob Reed
“Lord, I believe that your resurrection has conquered death and granted life to all who believe in
you. Though my loved one has died, yet [s]he shall live, and in that life, by faith, shall never truly
die. I believe this, even as I mourn. I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming
into the world.”
“You have sorrow now, but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take
your joy from you.” – John 1
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Prayer Circle
We have many prayer requests and concerns within the church and world around us. The help
of the church, as a whole, can keep the Prayer Circle current and enable us to fulfill the needs
of the church, community, and world in which we live. I ask that we all take notice of the people
around us. Whether dealing with loss, sickness, loneliness, addiction or money concerns, take
time to say a prayer for the suffering as well as the rejoicing. Reach out to someone. Share a
smile, hug, or kind word with them. Invite them to church. You never know how one small act
can impact a day or a life for someone. “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in
prayer.” Romans 12:12 Please contact Kim Deliman at 570-788-4459 and leave a message with
your contact information, prayer request and the duration the prayer request will be needed.
******************************************************************************
Valley Food Pantry
To help with providing an Easter meal to our Valley Food Pantry families, there is a need for 60
cans of carrots, coffee, and candy. Donations may be placed in the narthex in the designated
area.
******************************************************************************
ELCA World Hunger’s: 40 Days of Giving
(Submitted by the S.E.R.V.E. Team)
We would like to set a goal of $ 500.00 that would provide two water wells that would give one
thousand families access to clean, safe water. We, together, can have an impact and bring relief
to these families. Envelopes are provided for your donation and can be found with the weekly
worship folders. If using your own envelope; please write “Well” on your check and put in the
offering box. Donations accepted through Easter Sunday.
******************************************************************************
You are invited to a Scavenger/Egg Hunt on April 3rd, 2022 after the church service. All who
are young at heart can enjoy helping the children find eggs that match their game card. There
will be teams competing to see who can find their eggs first.
After the egg hunt, lunch will be provided by S.E.R.V.E. Team. Menu is chicken fingers and
drinks. Please bring a side dish or dessert to share.
After lunch, we will be playing Bingo. Prizes for the winners.
If you plan on attending, please sign up in the St. Stephen’s room.
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Basket of Blessings

By April 3, 2022, we ask that you help us fill “Baskets of Blessings”. Below you will find a list of
items for an Easter meal that will be delivered during Holy Week. If you know of a person or
family that needs blessings, please tell a member of the Learning Ministry Team, or contact the
church office by phone or email, no later than April 8, 2022. * All requests will be confidential *
(A ham, and the baskets needed will be purchased separately.) The list of needed items are as
follows: * Boxed Side Dish * Canned Vegetables * Bread or Rolls * 5lb. Bag of Potatoes *
Canned Fruit * Coffee or Tea * Jell-O or Pudding * Roll of Paper Towels * Paper Plates * Dish
Detergent. Monetary donations will be accepted as well. Monetary donations can be put in an
envelope marked “Basket of Blessings” and placed in with the offering. Baskets will be
blessed on April 10th during the worship service. Learning Ministry Team: Kim Deliman
(chairperson), Jennifer Cipriani, Donna Cassarella, Melody Hinderer, Patty Phile, Sylvia
Wenner (SS teacher)

Sausage Supper

Sausage & Pancake Supper" is going to be on Saturday,
April 23rd. here at the church.
It will be a Drive-thru Take Out Dinner, the same as we did last year.
The dinner includes: sausage, pancakes, baked potato, green beans, coleslaw, applesauce and a
homemade piece of cake for dessert!
All for STILL only $12.00. Pick up time is 1:00 until 5:00 PM .
Tickets are now available. You can call Jim Cassarella 570-788-1483 or
Betty Wenner 570-788-3938.
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“Hey everybody, time to start Spring cleaning to get ready for our
Community Yard & Bake Sale”

Saturday May 28th

8:00 am till 4:00pm

At 772 St. John's Rd. across from the church in the South Lawn parking area.
Spaces are 10’ x 10’ and can be reserved for a $10.00 donation. Please bring your own tables
&/or tent. Your sales are your own!
There will be food, baked goods, crafts & great treasures.
To reserve a space, please call our church @ 570.788.2685 and leave a message or
Call Donna @ 570.788.1483.

Synod Assembly June 10 and 11, 2022
The Synod Assembly for 2022 will be a virtual assembly. The theme of the assembly is Gaining
Strength. To work towards building strength, the synod is asking you, “Where do you, where
does your church want to build on it’s strengths?” The following workshops are available:











Health and Wellness
Finance and Stewardship
Youth Ministry
Growing Young
Creating Engaging Worship
Congregational Goal Setting
Sustainability and Creation Care (Green Team)
Anti-Racism
LGBTQIA + Resources
Other

Please indicate if you prefer having the workshop 1 week before the Assembly, during the
Assembly, 1 week after the Assembly or indicate another option. Delegates and visitors are
welcome to participate. If you are interested in attending the assembly or a workshop, please
contact a church council member.
11

Part-Time Church Office Secretary Needed
We are currently seeking a Part-Time Church Office Secretary for approximately 20 hours a
week. Starting salary is $ 10.00 per hour and will be based on experience. PA Criminal Record
(Act 34) and PA Child Abuse (Act 151) clearances are required. Responsibilities include
administration of the church office and providing secretarial services to the Pastor and other
church personnel and church teams. Candidate should have two years of administrative office
and public relations experience, good command of spoken English, grammar, spelling and basic
mathematics, advanced knowledge of computers and computer software (Microsoft Office,
Google, internet usage), excellent organization skills and the ability to work independently.
Duties also include answering phones, preparing weekly bulletins, scheduling appointments,
maintaining church records, updating church website and social media, and other projects or
duties as needed. The ability to express ideas clearly, maintain strict confidentiality, interact,
and work effectively with people and a commitment to completing all assignments neatly and
in a timely manner is a plus. Interested candidates should submit a resume with a cover letter
to stjohns@epix.net.

Dates to Remember





April 3rd – SS @ 9:45, Church @ 10 Scavenger/Egg Hunt, Lunch, Bingo @ 11 am
April 4th – Boy Scouts @ 6 pm
April 6th – Prayer Shawl @ 9:30 am; Choir 2 PM; Lenten Service @ St. Paul’s @ 11 am
April 7th – Scouts Parent/Committee Meeting









April 10th – Palm Sunday
April 11th – Boy Scouts @ 6 pm
April 12th – Church Council 7 pm
April 13th – Choir 2 pm
April 14th – Maundy Thursday Service @ 7 pm
April 15th – Good Friday Service @ 7 pm
April 16th – Divine Providence Meal






April 17th – Easter
April 18th – Boy Scouts @ 6 pm
April 20th – Prayer Shawl @ 9:30 am; Finance Meeting @ 7 pm
April 23rd – Sausage Supper 1 – 5 pm

 April 24th – SS @ 9:45 Church @ 10 am
 April 25th – Boy Scouts @ 6 pm
 April 28th – S.E.R.V.E. Meeting @ 6:30 pm
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Prayer for the Church
Almighty God,
My church family is composed of people like me.
I help make it what it is.
It will be friendly, if I am.
Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them.
It will do great work, if I work.
It will make generous gifts to many causes, if I am a generous giver.
It will bring other people into its worship and fellowship, if I invite and bring
them.
It will be a church family of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a
church with a noble spirit, if I, who make it what it is, and filled with the same
qualities.
Therefore with the help of God – I will dedicate myself to the task of being all
the things that I want for my church family to be.
Bless my journey Lord God, that I might build the Church through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen
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Easter Tributes
Tributes for Easter Sunday, in celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ, can be purchased in memory of or in honor of your loved ones. Please fill out the form
below and return to Janet Brady or to the church office, along with your payment, no later than
April 3rd, 2022. If you have any questions or concerns you may contact Janet @ 570.788.3867
or the church office 570.788.2685.
Flowers (Include foil wrap)
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

Easter Lillies (6”)
Daffodils
(6”)
Tulips
(6”)
Hyacinths (6”)
Bulb Garden (8”)

Price
9.49
8.49
8.49
8.49
14.99

In Honor of:

Plant (A,B,C,D, E)

Price

Name: ___________________________

____________

____________

Name: ___________________________

____________

____________

In Memory of:

Plant (A,B,C,D,E)

Name: ___________________________

____________

____________

Name: ___________________________

____________

____________

Price

Total Submitted $ ____________
Donations can be received for Kaylee Barbush Total Submitted $ ____________
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