MINISTRY MATTERS

- IN THE CONGREGATION AND BEYOND SUPPLY PASTOR SCHEDULE
September 5: Pastor Chip Fairchild Communion
September 12: Pastor Chip Fairchild Communion
September 19: Pastor Melvin Mundie –
Non- Communion
September 26: Pastor William Zimmerman Communion

PRAYER REQUEST/CONCERN
If you have a Prayer Request/Concern, contact
Kim Deliman. Please provide the following
information: The person/people, causes, and
concerns in need of prayers. Prayer Circle
would like to keep up to date to fulfill the needs
of the church, community, and world in which
we live.
Request/Concern to be communicated:

PRAYER CIRCLE
Prayer Circle
Prayer is powerful, especially when done
together! Are you interested in being a part of
St Johns’ Prayer Circle? Anyone can participate
because you can pray anywhere on your own
time. Please contact Kim Deliman at 570-7884459 and leave a message with your contact
information.

I request prayers for:
Name:
Concerns:

1 Corinthians 2:5 That your faith might not
rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of
God. Matthew 21:22 And whatever you ask in
prayer, you will receive, if you have faith. Luke
1:37 For nothing will be impossible with God.
Prayer Requests
Requests can be submitted by leaving a
message with Kim Deliman, the church office,
placing a card in with your offering, or, filling
out (all) information on the sheet located in the
St. Stephen’s Room. Please list what is to be
done for the requested name, whether it is to
be included during worship, placed on the
prayer circle, or if the person wants to be
contacted. Also, if possible, please let me know
the time frame the prayer request should
remain active. (Example: indefinitely, weeks,
month, etc.)
SCOUTING
SCOUTS BSA and Cub Scouts have resumed in
person meetings. If anyone is interested,
meetings are Monday nights. For more
information, contact Jen Cipriani at 570-5786952. Scouting is open to boys and girls ages
Kindergarten through High School.

Place on the email Prayer Chain
Include in prayers during worship
Contact me about my request
SECRETARY COMMUNICATIIONS
Please make sure anything communicated to the
secretary for the bulletin, newsletter, or anything
she needs to address, has your contact
information on it. Your name, phone number or
email address and reason for communication.
ALTAR FLOWERS FOR SEPTEMBER
This month’s altar flowers are
placed to the Glory of God and:

September 5 – In loving memory of John,
Grace, and Harry Sharpe by Sylvia, Don
Wenner and family
September 12 – In loving memory of loved
ones by Patty Phile and family
September 19 – In loving memory of Sandy
Patrone by Kim Deliman
September 26 – In loving memory of Scott J.
Horlacher by his family
* Our 2021 Altar Flower chart in the St. Stephen’s
Room, is full for the year of 2021. Thanks to all
those that sponsored flowers for the year.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Prayer shawl ministry will be continuing at
9:30am at the church. We meet the first and third
Wednesday of the month. All are welcome to join
us, and we are willing to teach.
PHOTOS, PLEASE
A reminder that we would
love to share more photos of
our activities in our church
newsletter, and both photos and videos on our
Facebook page and the church website (with
permission). We would appreciate your help. If
you have footage from a church event or
activity (even if it’s just members enjoying
fellowship or working around the church),
please email to the church office at:
stjohns@epix.net or you can download and
message them to us through our Facebook
page. Thank you!
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are looking for you to come join one or
several of our Church Ministry Teams! Be a part
of the many opportunities these teams provide.
We want and need you to join us in serving
Gods calling with your time and talents to help
our church continue to grow in making this
place to share and express his love. Please
contact the church office if you are interested.
Worship & Music, Learning Ministry,
Stewardship, Finance Team, Property Team,
Altar Guild, Assistant Ministers, Lay Eucharistic,
Quilting, and Prayer Shawl.
SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Sunday school will start
September 12th, 2021.
Come join us for learning
about Jesus and fun.

CEMETERY ASSOCIATION
We have heard time & time again about how
beautiful and well-kept our cemetery is. We
often take for granted the hard work and
endless hours that go into keeping our
cemetery beautiful year after year. To help
with the upkeep, please consider giving a
monetary donation "In Honor Of" or "In

Memory Of" a loved one. Checks can be made
payable to “St. John’s Lutheran & Reformed
Cemetery Association” or included with your
weekly offering (please include a notation with
your offering).
UPCOMING EVENTS
COMMUNITY YARD
AND BAKE SALE
Mark your calendar for
Saturday, Sept. 4th,
8:am to 4:00pm. at St.
Johns parking lot.
Vendors needed.
Come out and support
your community as we
celebrate “Gods Work our Hands” at our first
outdoor community yard sale event.
SAUSAGE AND PANCAKE SUPPER
Saturday, September 18th. Drive-thru only.
Pick up time 1:00pm to - 5:00pm. Menu:
country sausage, pancakes, baked potatoes,
green beans, applesauce, homemade coleslaw,
and fresh baked chocolate chip cookies for
dessert. Tickets – $12.00.
Call: 570-788-1483 or 570-788-3938
LCW RESUMES – SEPTEMBER 14 AT 1 p.m.
On Tuesday , September 14 at 1:00pm
LCW (Lutheran Church Women) will
resume monthly meetings. All women of
the church are welcome. Important
decisions will be made concerning future
shoofly pie sales and mission and
outreach support.
In celebration of God’s Work Our Hands Day,
being held on Saturday, September 4th (rain date
September 11th) we will hold a bake sale. All
members please sign up to offer a baked item.
Help is also needed to set up Saturday morning
and to organize and store baked items delivered
to the church kitchen, no later than 3:00pm on
Friday, September 3rd, the day before the sale. A
sign-up sheet for donations and help needed will
be in the St. Stephen’s room.
Call Mary Ellen Sims-(570)-788-2866 for
information or to pick up baked goods.
LCW President, Mary Ellen Sims

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2021

Vacation Bible School was a week filled reconnecting with old friendships and making new friends. VBS is a
special time to grow in faith as the Bible is explored through stories, songs and prayers. The children learned
about different parts of the world, and the way in which water is important to all things. It was wonderful to
witness so many coming together to share Bible stories on how God creates, provides, claims, protects, loves, so
we love.

That love was shown by St Johns Ev. Lutheran, UCC and St Paul’s as we joined together to bring this year’s
Bible School to the children. A heartfelt thank you to everyone that helped Vacation Bible School 2021 be a fun
success. A special thank you goes out to our youth. They worked together and were responsible for doing the
scenery that was used to create the “River of Life” experience. The adults and youth volunteered many hours to
complete the scenery and set up for the week. The scenery backdrop brought the skit and lessons to life for the
kids. As well as, brought the actor out in one adult. Ask the children, they will tell you it was in the boat with
Pastor Michele. It didn’t stop there, the youth then either participated or volunteered for the week of Bible
School. In all, we had 26 volunteers and 16 students.

The kids were engaged with the daily skits and
lessons. They learned “new” songs that I’m sure many
parents might remember from their own VBS days.
Their unique creativity came through in the daily
crafts. Excitement and laughter was shared in many
water themed games. A variety of snacks refueled
them for the busy day ahead. A picnic lunch, hosted
by UCC, was enjoyed by students, parents, and
volunteers on Friday after the closing program.

Vacation Bible School is a time to get to know God, grow in faith, and create memories to look back on for years
to come. It is also a time to highlight a special need as a mission project. This year the offering went to the ELCA
Hunger Appeal Water Project. We thank you for your generous offering to this mission project, as well as, the
food donations to the Valley Food Pantry.
It was a joy to once again gather together. Enjoy some of the pictures from our in house photographers. We
look forward to next year and hope to share another week of VBS with each and every one of you.
Submitted by: Kim Deliman on behalf of the Learning Ministry and VBS Planning Team

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School will be starting September 12, 2021
8:45 Am.
The Learning Ministry Team is delighted to once again welcome everyone back to in person Sunday
School. *CDC guidelines will be followed and monitored as the year progresses.” The format for SS will be a bit
different this year. For now, Sylvia Wenner and Dawn Klick will be teaching in a “one room schoolhouse” format.
Hopefully we will have a few more kids join us, as the attendance increases, we can then once again split into two
classes. We have seen how well the kids blend together during Vacation Bible School. They encourage each other
and learn together. We believe the “one room schoolhouse” Sunday School will work in the same manner.
The LMT is also considering the startup of the youth group. If there is enough interested youth in the 6th
grade and up, we will move forward with planning this endeavor. We would like this to be a collaboration
between the youth with adult guidance. They would take an active role in making plans for outings, activities, and
meetings. Please contact the church, the Learning Ministry Team, or the SS teachers if interested in a youth group.
Also, September 4th the church is having an outdoor community yard sale with the proceeds from a
10’x10’ space rental going to the Valley Food Pantry. As this is the project, we as a church are doing for God’s
Work Our Hands, any involvement from the children would be greatly appreciated. The LMT is thinking of some
ideas for the kids to work together.
We look forward to an exciting 2021-2022 Sunday School year. The teachers are anxiously awaiting the
arrival of the SS class. So come, September 12, 2021, at 8:45 Am. See what they have planned for you. Encourage
your child(ren) to grow up in their faith and learn about God’s promise and the good news for everyone.
Submitted by Kim Deliman: LMT Chair on behalf of the LMT
Learning Ministry Team: Janet Brady, Jennifer Cipriani, Donna Cassarella, Kim Deliman, Melody Hinderer, Dawn
Klick, Patty Phile

BY PASTOR MICHELE KAUFMAN
•

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.
2 Timothy 4:7
As COVID-19 vaccinations continue to be administered, the question on everyone’s mind is
when we life as we know it return to normal. The Return to Normal Index measures human
activity data relative to prepandemic levels. The index is constructed by scientists and analysts
who track activities in the U.S., including travel, returning to work and school, shopping and
eating out. By design, the index is focused on measuring components of daily life rather than
economic indicators. At this time the Return to Normal Index is now at 86%, but the delta variant
is very much on our minds and throwing us a curve. It’s much more transmissible than the original
strain, meaning that one infected person can make even more people sick. As a result, daily case
counts have been rising.
Where does that leave us? We have to stay the course; remain strong; have faith. After the
resurrection, Christ reassured and encouraged the disciples and told them to take up His
ministry… and then He gave them His great promise: “Lo, I am with you always.” That promise
“Christ’s presence always with them” is what kept the early disciples going. It gave them strength
and assurance and hope and courage and comfort and inspiration. That’s exactly what it does for
us… so we need to stay strongly and unwaveringly connected to Christ’s great promise: “I will not
leave you alone. I am with you always.” The Apostle Paul later put it like this: “Nothing can
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus, our Lord.”
Let me share a story from the Upper Room, entitled “Angry with God.” Her name is Jan
Lancaster lived in Michigan. Suddenly, there was an economic recession and Jan’s husband lost
the job of eighteen years. Without income, Jan and her husband soon lost their home.

Jan became angry with God. They didn’t deserve this. Why did God allow this to happen to them?
Jan became so depressed and disillusioned that it took its toll and had an impact on her
relationship with God. But, even in the depths of despair, Jan still had faith that somehow God
would help her family turn their lives around and that somehow God would help them find another
home. But Jan was impatient. She wanted to see evidence of God’s concern immediately.
A few years later, Jan and her husband and their 19-year-old daughter moved into a new home. As
Jan was lining the kitchen shelves with paper… she became frustrated because she could not get
the paper to stay flat. She started again, folding, and smoothing down one small section at a time.
This method worked very well and suddenly right there in her new kitchen; Jan was struck by a
powerful insight.
“Suddenly, it was clear to me,” she said, “that this was very much how the Lord had brought us
through the last three years… one small step at a time… teaching and leading us day by day.”
There in the kitchen Jan began to cry. She thanked God for bringing them through those difficult
times… through that time of struggle, she had grown closer than ever to both her husband and her
daughter. “Most important,” Jan said, “I could see that no matter what happens in my life, what is
added on or taken away… Christ will be there with me.”
Throughout the last year, God has been and continues to be with us. Perhaps in this last year
we’ve questioned God like Jan. I know it hasn’t always been easy. At times we have felt alienated
and alone, especially when it was advised we not congregate. I want to believe the worst is behind
us. We can’t look back; we must maintain the course and move forward. Will things ever go back
to what they were pre-Covid? That remains to be seen. If we are to stay alive and well, if we are to
thrive and remain spiritually healthy and whole… … we need to maintain at Christ-like mentality,
stay connected to Christ’s great promise to always be with us and stay connected to Christ’s
amazing grace remembering that Jesus loves us in the midst of any obstacles that stand in our way.
..............................................................................................................................................................
...............................................................
On Sunday, September 26th, St. Paul's in Mountaintop would like to extend an invitation to
our sisters and brothers in Christ to join us for Lutheran Day once again. The festivities will begin
with an 11:00 a.m. outdoor service with the newly installed Bishop Chris Deforest preaching. This
is a wonderful opportunity to meet and greet our new Bishop. For those concerned about large
groups, we will offer the ability to participate by remaining in the car and tuning in through our
FM station. While in years past we enjoyed a covered dish following the service, we are
considering a catered luncheon. Please note we will continue to monitor numbers and keep you
abreast of the final details.
..............................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................
Boundless: God beyond measure
I kneel in prayer to the Father. All beings in heaven and on earth receive their life from
God. God is wonderful and glorious. I pray that God’s Spirit will make you become strong
followers and that Christ will live in your hearts because of your faith. Stand firm and be
deeply rooted in God’s love. I pray that you and all of God’s people will understand what is
called wide or long or high or deep. I want you to know all about Christ’s love, although it is

too wonderful to be measured. Then your lives will be filled with all that God is. I pray that
Christ Jesus and the church will forever bring praise to God. God’s power at work in us can
do far more than we dare ask or imagine. Amen.
Ephesians 3:14-21
It's time to begin gearing up for the ELCA National Youth Gathering scheduled for
Minneapolis, MN next year, July 24-28, 2022. Every three years, 30,000 high school youth
and their adult leaders from across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America gather for
a week of faith formation known as the ELCA Youth Gathering. Through days spent in
interactive learning, worship, Bible study, service and fellowship, young people grow in faith
and are challenged and inspired to live their faith in their daily lives.
Mass Gathering takes place each day of the Gathering for the entire community to come
together in worship, learning and fellowship. Speakers may share Bible stories, testimonies,
or spiritual challenges for listeners to live out their faith in different ways than the preachers
who give sermons in your home congregation usually do. During the three program days of
the Gathering (Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday), each congregation will participate in a
Service Learning Day in one of the communities that are part of the host city. Gathering
participants are able to experience and understand the ELCA tagline “God’s work. Our
hands.” by accompanying residents in neighborhoods and partner agencies where God is
already busy at work. Listening to the stories and experiences of the diverse range of people
who live in the host city allows Gathering participants to have a wider perspective on the
lives of others and provides a new lens through which they experience God’s work in the
world and in their life. The Interactive Learning space provides a wonderful opportunity for
young people to engage Gathering themes, encounter ministry partners, and have fun. There
is so much to see and experience that going in with a plan is most effective in taking
advantage of it all. There were nearly a million square feet of interactive learning exhibit
spaces at the convention centers in past Gathering spaces. That’s a lot of things to see and
do. Synod Day is the time when your group gets to experience a gathering within the
Gathering. For many youths, this is the first time they become aware of the synodical
expression of our church. We gather in a local congregation space for worship, Bible study
and fellowship. Time will be spent listening to speakers, reflecting as small groups or
individuals, meeting new people, etc.
Registration for this event opens September 22nd. We will work together to make sure
every child has the opportunity to attend if they want. Please contact Pr. Kaufman for more
information.
PRESIDENTS DESK

Presidents Corner,
I hope everyone has been enjoying their summer. Our Congregation has a very busy two months ahead
of us.
Congratulations to Pastor Richard Hinkle on the 60th anniversary of his Ordination. A $100.00 gift will be
given to the Hunger Appeal in his honor.
Some of you might have noticed a new wooden cross the last several months. Well, there is a fantastic
story on how the cross came to be and where the wood came from. To that end, a piece of the wood, a

picture of the cross, a picture of the Bohlander Mill and a story about how the cross came to will be put
into a shadow box and hung in the St. Steven’s Room.
Both Sunday School and Coffee Hour will start September 12th.
There have been several inquiries into what youth programs are available. The Learning Ministry is
looking into starting a youth group. Participants do not have to be from our church. So, look for
more info in the coming weeks.
The LCW will be meeting in September, date to be determined.
Community Yard Sale will be held on Saturday, September 4th (rain date Saturday, September 11th); all
vendor fees will be donated to the Valley Food Pantry. The vendors will keep what they have earned.
There are still several spots available, please contact the church secretary if you are interested in being a
vendor or know someone who is.
Once again, it is time for the sausage supper. Hope to see you in the drive through on September 18th.
Several folks are selling tickets, Jim Casserella, Don Wenner Sr. and myself to name a few.
On Sunday, September 26th, our new bishop, Christopher DeForest, will be at Pastor Michele’s church
in Mt. Top at 11:00 am. A meal will be served following the service. It will be decided at the September
Council meeting if our church should close that day so our congregation could attend and meet our new
bishop. Sunday School will still be held at our church at the normal time.
The Living Generously Stewardship Program is moving forward. The team will host a Stewardship
Luncheon on Sunday, October 17th at 11:30 am.
Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends Day is Wednesday, October 20th. The passes are $5.00. See Donna
Casserella
Covid 19 restrictions; council was in agreement that our current policy will remain in effect. However,
the council will meet after church every 2 weeks to see if the covid numbers are still going up and what
we should do.

There will be a Congregational meeting on August 29, 2021, immediately following the
service. The Council voted to send the bid proposal to repair the steeple from Lapp’s Home
Improvements LLC to the Congregation for a vote. The bid is only good for 30 days and if the
bid is approved work could probably start in September. Remember we need a quorum of 25
eligible voters.
God's Speed,
Don Jr.

AMAZON SMILE
We are reminding our members, and their families and friends to participate in the AmazonSmile
program. There is no cost to participate. To participate enter the website below:
smile.amazon.com
Just a reminder that the AmazonSmile program is always a way to do online shopping which benefits our
church.
a. If you are a member of AmazonSmile and have an organization already chosen to which your
donations presently go to, you can change the organization to our church by selecting Change
which is located by your present organization. You can then select our church (see below).
b. Depending on your computer or phone, you can find Amazon Smile by either selecting the 3 bars
by the Amazon logo and scroll down until you find AmazonSmile, or you can select to See All
Programs, and scroll until you see AmazonSmile. Select AmazonSmile.
To search for our organization, enter St Johns Evangelical Lutheran Church.
You will see a listing of churches with this name. Scroll down until you find:
St Johns Evangelical Lutheran Church
Location: Saint Johns, PA
You will select our church as your charitable organization, and you may begin shopping. If your purchase
is eligible for the 0.5% donation, you will be able to see the amount of your charitable donation once the
purchases have shipped.
Keep in mind that this fundraising event is ongoing and has no expiration date.
If you need assistance or help in setting up your purchases for AmazonSmile to benefit our church, feel
free to contact the church office. HAPPY SHOPPING!
BOSCOV’S FRIENDS

Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends
One day only – Wednesday - Oct.20th
Shop 8:00am 11:00am
• Donate $5.00 for your * 25% off discount shopping pass!!
• Register to WIN a $100.00 Boscov’s Gift Card
Be sure to fill out the bottom portion of your discount pass & drop in the registration boxes while at the
store to be eligible to win.

100% of your donation goes to our church!
Contact any Council Member or Team Leader for your Discount Shopping Pass
OUR CHURCH CONTINUES TO LIVE THROUGH THE COVID PANDEMIC. PHYSICAL DISTANCING HAS
CHANGED THE WAY WE WORSHIP AND SERV, BUT THE NEED IS GREAT, AND GOD’S CHURCH IS
AT WORK.

