
 
 

 
 
 

SUPPLY PASTOR SCHEDULE  

 
March   7:  Rev. Melvin Mundie-no communion 
March  14: Pastor Chip Fairchild-communion 
March 21: Rev. Melvin Mundie-no communion 
March  28: Pastor Chip Fairchild-communion 
 

NEW CHURCH SECRETARY 
 
We welcome Thelma Osifat as our new church 
secretary. Thelma Osifat was born in Hazleton, PA, and 
is the middle child of 5 sisters and brothers. She lived 
most of her life in McAdoo, PA. She moved to Drums, 
PA about 10 years ago, and this is where she now 
resides. She is married to her husband Joseph for 42 
years, married in November of 1978. She has two 
children, a daughter, Fawn and a son, Joseph.  
Fawn is married to Matt and they have three children. 
A daughter, Taylor 21years old who is Down 
Syndrome, a son Matthew,14 years old, and a 
daughter, Shay 11 years old. 
Joseph is married to Samantha and they have two 
children. Twins, which are 10 years old, a daughter, 
Lilly and a son Julian, who are both Autistic. 
Her love for all her grandchildren is unlimited and she 
loves them all to the moon and back!!! She would not 
change a thing about any single one of them! The most 
important thing in her life and what means the most to 
her, is her family. She loves spending time with her 
children, grandchildren and all her family. That is what 
she misses most about the Covid restrictions. She 
prays every day, for the day to come that we all will be 
able to enjoy the part of life that is so important to her, 
spending time with family! 
 

SYMPATHY 

 
The sympathy and prayers of  
the congregation are with the  
family of Lorraine Klinger,   
who was called home on January  
17, 2021. We will miss Lorraine’s presence and 
her time and service that she devoted to the 
church. May all who mourn find comfort in the 
abiding love of God and the hope of the 
Resurrection.  
 

BULLETIN OF REPORTS - 2020 

                        Our 2020 Bulletin of Reports is 
available to our members upon 
request. Please call or email the  

 
 
 
 
 
church office (stjohns@epix.net) and one will 

be mailed to you.  
                                                                                                    

PRAYER CIRCLE CHAIN 

 
Kimberly Deliman has agreed to be the 
contact person for the Prayer Circle Chain. 
She needs your help! In order to get the 
needed information to everyone involved, Kim 
would like to update the Prayer Circle List. 
 

If you are interested in being a member of 
Prayer Circle, contact Kim Deliman at 570-
788-4459 and leave a message with your 
contact information or call the church office.  
 

PRAYER REQUEST/CONCERN 

 
If you have a Prayer Request/Concern, 
contact Kim Deliman. Please provide the 
following information: The person/people, 
causes, and concerns in need of prayers. 
Prayer Circle would like to keep up to date to 
fulfill the needs of the church, community, and 
world in which we live. 
 
I wish to be a member of the Prayer Circle 
Chain 
Name: 

Contact Information: 
 
Also provide how you would like your Prayer 
Request/Concern to be communicated: 
 
I request prayers for: 
Name 
Concerns 
-   Place on the email Prayer Chain 
-   Include in prayers during worship 
-  Contact me about my request 
 

CWU – WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

 
2021 World Day of Prayer has been 
cancelled to Covid restrictions 
 

 
 

         

MINISTRY MATTERS 
- IN THE CONGREGATION AND BEYOND - 
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THE 2021 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 
 
 

COUNCIL EXECUTIVE OFFICERS FOR 2021: 
 
PRESIDENT:          Don Wenner, Jr. 
Vice-President:                    Donna Cassarella 
Secretary:                             Carolyn Kuehn 
Assist. Secretary:                 Kim Washko 
Treasurer:                              Jennifer Cipriani 
 Assist Treasurer                   Sheila Maslo 
 New Council Members:  
 Janet Brady        Jan Jacobus 
 Don Wenner Jr.                    Joyce Ray       
 Carolyn Kuehn                      
 

ANNUAL CEMETERY BOARD MEETING / 
SECRETARY-TREASURER WANTED 

The annual cemetery board meeting 

will be held on Thursday, March 

4 at 6:30 p.m. in the basement of 

the U.C.C. church.  

Our church, along with the UCC next door, oversees 

the operations of our joint cemetery. Each 

congregation provides five members to serve on the 

board; a term is five years.  

The current members are: (from St. Johns) –  

Jen Cipriani, Dawn Klick, Joe & Kim Washko,  

Don Wenner Jr. and Linda Wenner; 

(from U.C.C.) - Frank Costello (President), 

Shannon Marchetti, Matt Balliet, John Simoson,  

and Dennis Stecker (Vice President).   

 

** Jennifer Cipriani is currently serving as the 

Treasurer of the cemetery. She is looking for someone 

to take over this responsibility. If you are interested in 

serving in this capacity, please contact Jennifer directly 

at:  570-578-6952.  This position does not require you 

to serve on the board.  

 

UPCOMING PANCAKE and SAUSAGE SUPPER 

        April 17, 2021 
Once again, Donna and Jim 
Cassarella and Betty and Don 
Wenner, Sr. are coordinating our 
drive through Pancake and 
Sausage Supper. The money raised 
will go into our Building Fund.  
DRIVE THRU “TAKE OUT 
DINNER = $ 11.00 
Call for tickets;  
Betty 570-788- 3838  
Donna 5707881483 
 

BEYOND VIOLENCE WOMEN’S SHELTER 

Throughout now through 
April, we will continue to 
collect items for Beyond 
Violence, Inc., the women’s 
domestic violence 

shelter in Berwick. There is a great need for these 
items as shelter is provided for  women and 
children. More people are finding the strength to 
escape their abuse and get back on their feet.  
     Donations of items, food and clothing for the 
women and children are appreciated. If you 
choose to donate an item, the following is their 
“wish list”: Paper towels, cleaning supplies, 
diapers and wipes, toothpaste and toothbrushes, 
shampoo and conditioner, body wash, women’s 
hygiene products, towels and wash cloths, foil and 
Saran Wrap, large freezer bags, toilet paper, 
paper plates, large storage bins, laundry baskets, 
light bulbs, batteries (all sizes), and gift 
certificates (grocery store). A donation box is 
located in the back of the St. Stephen’s room.  
If you prefer to make a monetary donation,  
please be sure to mark it accordingly. Checks 
should be made payable to the church, but please 
indicate for Beyond Violence on the memo line.  
LCW will also be making a monetary donation. 
St. Johns has supported this shelter for almost 20 
years. Let’s not let this pandemic keep us from 
doing what our Good Lord has called us to do: 
“Love our Neighbors”. 
Any questions, please contact Mary Ellen Sims at 
570-436-8120 President WELCA/LCW. 

TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 

Each year, we celebrate the 
Transfiguration of Our Lord on 
the Last Sunday after the 
Epiphany. This is when Christ, in 
his human body, was revealed in 
His glory in the presence of Peter, 
James, and John. 

      This was a significant event that occurred 
about a week after Jesus foretold of His 
suffering, death, and resurrection. The face of 
Jesus shone like the sun and his clothes became 
a dazzling white. Moses and Elijah 
(representing the law and the prophets past) 
appeared and spoke with Jesus.  From an 
overshadowing cloud, the voice of God spoke, 
“This is my Son…listen to Him.” The deity of 
Jesus was revealed – proof of Jesus as the 
Messiah. 
     We celebrated this event on Sunday, 
February 14.    



BASKET of BLESSINGS  
 
Baskets will be blessed on March 28th during the 
worship service. 
LMT Members:  Janet Brady, Jennifer Cipriani, 
Donna Cassarella, Kim Deliman, Melody Hinderer, 
Dawn Klick, Pat Phile 
 

 In the past year we have experienced 
quarantine, isolation and loss. A loss of 
our loved ones, normal activities, 
gatherings, and contact with one another. 

Some have struggled more than others. Whether it is 
through hardships or just being alone, now is the 
time to reach out and show that we care. 
    Between now and March 21st, we ask that you 
help us fill some “Baskets of Blessings”. Below is a 
list of items for an Easter meal that will be placed in 
baskets and then delivered during Holy Week. 
 If you know of a person or family that is in need of 
some blessings, please tell a member of the 
Learning Ministry Team or contact the church office 
by phone or email, no later than March 21st. All 
requests will be kept confidential. 
Ham and the baskets needed  will be purchased 
separately. 
 
The list of needed items are as follows: 
* Boxed Side Dish 
* Canned Vegetable 
* Bread or Rolls 
* Bag of Potatoes 
* Canned Fruit 
* Coffee or Tea 
* Jello or Pudding 
* Roll of Paper Towels 
* Paper Plates 
* Dish Detergent 
Monetary donations will be accepted as well. 
Monetary donations can be put in an envelope 
marked “Basket of Blessings” and placed in with the 
offering. 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

 
Ash Wednesday was the start of the 
season of Lent, which occurred  
this year on February 17.  
Congregational members joined 
together in worship as people of 
faith begin these 40 days of 
reflection calling us to repentance.  

The ashes are a sign of our total dependence 
upon God, of our need for cleansing, and of the 
hope for renewal. On Ash Wednesday, as we 
remembered Jesus’ suffering and death for our 
sakes, we recommitted ourselves to the 
spiritual struggle against anything that leads us 
away from the love of God and of neighbor. 
 

LENTEN DEVOTIONS 

During Lent, we try to offer 
various opportunities to  
strengthen your personal  

relationship with God and broaden your 
Christian understanding.  Every year Pastor 
Kaufman prepares daily Lenten devotions 
which include a Bible reading, commentary and 
prayer. You are invited to receive daily 
devotions that will help you reflect on God’s 
role in your life and challenge you to follow in 
his example. The devotions will be posted daily 
on our Facebook page and church website. If 
you would like them emailed directly to you, 
please contact the church office and we will add 
you to the email list.  
 

MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES 

                        
This year, we have been invited to join St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church in Mountain Top (316 S. Mtn. 
Blvd – Rte. 309) for mid-week Lenten services 
led by Pastor Kaufman. The services will be 
held every Wednesday in Lent  at (February 17, 

24, March 3, 10, 17 and 24)  11:00 a.m. This 

year’s theme is “ "The Road Jesus Traveled: 
The People Jesus Met" 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENTS CORNER 

 
First, it's a pleasure to be serving on your Council 
and especially as President. 
 
I ask that you do not hesitate to come to me or any 
member with any concerns you may have. We need 
to know them to be able to address them in a timely 
manner. 
 
One of the biggest concerns I've been asked is 
"when can we go back to Chanting and Singing"? It 
would be great to get back to a "Normal" service! 
Yes there are churches that do not wear masks and 
are having the "Normal" service. They are the 
exception and are  not following current ELCA policy. 
This was discussed at length during the 
February's Council meeting and was tabled to the 
March meeting. I have since asked Pastor Khaufman 
to bring up our concerns to the Synod leadership 
and are now waiting for a response. 
 
My biggest concern is not to rush and relax our 
social requirements just because the number of new 



cases are dropping. There is the real possibility of 
getting someone sick and having to close again. I 
promise you we are working hard to get back to a 
normal service. 
 
The different church committees are still going 
strong. But they could use some additional members 
in all of them. Moving forward we are going to need 
every active and inactive member. So please join 
one or two and help our church to grow. There will 
be a list posted, of committees and who's on them, 
soon and it's location will be in the newsletter. 
 
I hope everyone stays safe during these trying times 
Godspeed,  Don Wenner Jr. 
 

SPRING SHOO-FLY PIE BAKE  

 
Due to Covid restrictions, there will not be a 
Shoo-Fly Pie Bake this spring. 
 

CEMETERY ASSOCIATION 

 
We have heard time & time again about how 
beautiful and well-kept our cemetery is.  Spring is 
right around the corner and that means it is almost 
time for the cemetery crew to begin their work for the 
season. We often take for granted the hard work and 
endless hours that go into keeping our cemetery 
beautiful year after year.  To help with the upkeep, 
please consider giving a monetary donation "In 
Honor Of" or "In Memory Of" a loved 
one.  Checks can be made payable to “St. John’s 
Lutheran & Reformed Cemetery Association” or 
included with your weekly offering (please include a 
notation with your offering).  
 

SCOUTING 
 

SCOUTS BSA and Cub Scouts have resumed in person 

meetings. If anyone is interested, meetings are Monday 

nights. For more information, contact Jen Cipriani at 

570-578-6952. Scouting is open to boys and girls ages 

Kindergarten through High School.  
 

BEAR CREEK CAMP 2021 
“GOD FOREVER – GOOD FOREVER” 

 
It might be winter, but it’s time to 
begin thinking about warmer 
weather and summer activities at 
Bear Creek Camp! The schedule 
for summer camping is now 
available on their website. 

 bccamp@bearcreekcamp.org There are camp 
sessions for various age groups ranging from 

Grade 1 through Grade 12.  Several of our youth 
enjoy attending Bear Creek Camp in the summer 
and always have a great time!  

The programs are centered on spiritual growth, 
outdoor living, and small group development.  

The 2021 summer program will explore the ways 
God was faithful to people throughout the Bible 
and the ways God’s love impacts our lives today. 
We can carry God’s love into the future. His love 
and faithfulness are with us all the time.   

     Register before March 31st to receive an 
exclusive Early Bird T-Shirt! Reminder: LCW has  
offered to pay $ 200 off the tuition for any of our 

youth members that wish to attend. Please contact 
the church office if you plan on attending. 
 
 

 
“God’s work. Our hands.” 

 
Mark your calendar for Sunday, Sept. 12, when 
congregations of the ELCA will come together 
for “God’s work. Our hands.”.  

  
PHOTOS, PLEASE 

 
A reminder that we would 
love to share more photos of 
our activities in our church  

newsletter, and both photos and videos on our 
Facebook page (with permission). We would 
appreciate your help. If you have footage from a 
church event or activity (even if it’s just members 
enjoying fellowship or working around the 
church), please email to the church office at: 
stjohns@epix.net or you can download and 
message them to us through our Facebook page. 
Thank you!  
 

EASTER DONATIONS 

 
VALLEY FOOD PANTRY: Our church has been asked to 
provide 60 cans of peas for this year’s Easter meal 
basket at our local valley food pantry. The deadline to 

reach our goal is March 21. Please place your 

donations on the table in the Narthex.  Any donations 

of coffee and/or tea would be appreciated, as well. 
Thank you, as always, for you generous support of this 
ministry!  
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DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS – 
TURN YOUR CLOCKS FORWARD 

It’s almost time to “spring” ahead. 
Daylight Saving Time begins on 
Sunday, March 14. Please 
remember to turn your clocks 
forward on Saturday evening  

before going to sleep, so you don’t miss worship!  
 
 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Prayer shawl ministry will be resuming on April 7, 
2021 at 9:30am at the church. We meet the first and 
third Wednesday of the month. All are welcome to 
join us and we are willing to teach. 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS FOR FEBRUARY-MARCH  
This month’s altar flowers are placed to the Glory 
of God and: 
 
February 7 – In Honor of Donnie Sr. & Betty 
Wenner by Don Jr. and Sylvia Wenner & Family 
February 14 – In loving memory of  Jason and 
Lucille Boyer, Emerson and Lucille Sims by Mary 
Ellen and Larry Sims  
February 21 – In loving memory of  

Gene E. Mundie by his brothers and sisters                                               
February 28 – In loving memory of Loved ones 
by Janet Brady  
March  7 – In loving memory of Garth A. 
Horcaeher by his family 
March  14 – TBD 
March 21 – In loving memory of Robert Ray  by 
his wife Joyce. Family and friends 
 
 
 
*  There are several Sundays available to sponsor 
altar flowers in March and April. If you are 
interested, please sign up on the Flower Chart in 
the St. Stephen’s Room or email the church 
(stjohns@epix.net) 
The cost is $24.00 and can be mailed to: 
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Attn. Jennifer Cipriani/Flowers 
P.O. Box 2 
772 St. Johns Road 
Saint Johns, PA 18247 

    S. 
        

       
 

   March 28 – TBD  
 

 
PASTOR’S DESK 

 

Return to the Lord your God for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 
love.” 

     I keep hearing the words of the Lenten verse, “Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.” 

     “Return” is the operative word. Come back to God. God is kind and full of mercy. God is patient with his people 
and he keeps his promises. God is always willing to forgive and not to punish his people. God gives and God takes 
away; but God in the end, returns all things to his people. This is the joy of Lent, the vision of victory in the midst of 
defeat - the vision of forgiveness in the swamps of guilt - the vision of hope in the bleakness of desolation and 
despair - the vision of life in the valley of the shadow of death. 

     That is why the early church saw the crucifixion and the resurrection as one single redemptive event. The cross, 
without the resurrection, is a battle fought and lost. The resurrection, without the cross, is a meaningless victory 
without a battle fought. But, the crucifixion, with the resurrection, is the redemptive act of God that turns the tides of 
history from the direction of ultimate defeat and death in the direction of eternal victory and everlasting life. 

     Lent is a time to remember what God has done, is doing, and will do for us. Lent is a time to remember what our 
lives would be if our Lord had not lived and died. Lent is not a time to regret our faults or to rehearse our failures as 
much as it is a time to renew our faith that God is at work creating a promising future out of the mess that we have 
made of his world and of our lives.  

 

 

 

mailto:stjohns@epix.net


The Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod, ELCA 

                                                                              In the living hope of the resurrection 
announces the death of 

The Rev. William W. Horn 

Born November 19, 1944 

Died January 14, 2021 

 
 
Pastor Horn is survived by his wife, Lorraine, along with children William, Rachel, and Sarah. Their son, Christian, died in 1978. 
Condolences may be sent to Lorraine and the family at 800 Hausman Road, Apartment 283, Allentown, PA 18104.ialized 
pastoral care. He was then (1980) called to serve as Chaplain of the Good Shepherd Home in Allentown, a position he 
continued to hold until his retirement in 2010. In 2000, he received certification from the Association of Professional Chaplains. 
During his time at Good Shepherd, Pastor Horn was honored with both the Raker Memorial Award and the Raker Spirit Award. 
Following retirement, Pastor Horn served both as interim pastor at Zion, Northampton and as consultant to the Northampton 
congregations as they considered their future. 
A celebration of Pastor Horn’s life will be held when large gatherings are deemed safe. 
Pastor Horn is survived by his wife, Lorraine, along with children William, Rachel, and Sarah. Their son, Christian, died in 1978. 
Condolences may be sent to Lorraine and the family at 800 Hausman Road, Apartment 283, Allentown, PA 18104 
 

                 
 

EASTER TRIBUTES 
 

The following list is available for you to make tributes for Easter Sunday in celebration of the 
Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ and in honor/memory of loved ones. Please fill out the 
form and return it to Janet Brady, 570-788-3867 or to our church office, no later than March 21. 
 
FLOWERS  
Prices (include foil wrap) 
 
A.  Easter Lillies (6”)      $9.49 
B.  Daffodils        (6”)      $7.49 
C.  Tulips             (6”)     $7.49 
D.  Hyacinths       (6”)     $7.49 
 
In Honor of: 
 
Name      Plant   Price 
              (A,B,C,D) 
 
                                            
 
                                            
 
 
In Memory of: 
 
Name      Plant   Price 
              (A,B,C,D) 
 
                                            
 
                                        
 
    Total  submitted                    
 
 Donations can be received for Brandon’s Forever Home  
 
Please  mark your envelopes accordingly. 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

SYNOD NEWS – MARCH 2021 
 
Save the Dates: June 3-5, 2021 Synod Assembly 2021 We are still moving forward on our Synod Assembly for 
June 3-5, 2021. The theme will be “Growing Young and Vital” and will feature new ideas for ministry around 
three vital signs – healing the hurting, loving the land, and engaging the stranger. By the first week in March, 
a final decision will be made about whether the Assembly will be all online, or in-person at the Kalahari 
resort – even if that may mean delaying some portions to a later date. It will depend on the progress of the 
vaccine distribution and how well we can make arrangements that keep everyone safe. SAFETY IS OUR 
HIGHEST CONCERN. Registration will begin after March 31. We will also know by the end of March, more 
details about the program and the hours of each day’s schedule. For now, save the dates and stay tuned. 
Growing Young Want to reverse the effects of aging? Need more energy in your life? Sick of fine lines and 
wrinkles? Check out Growing Young! What is Growing Young? It is a movement in NEPA and throughout the 
greater ELCA and beyond that is based on a book of the same name which studied churches of all sizes, 
denominations and locations throughout the country who are maintaining and attracting youth and young 
adults in their congregations.  

The authors of Growing Young have identified 6 key strategies that these congregations have 
and that others congregations can utilize to help youth and young people discover and love the 
church. They are: Unlocking keychain leadership, Empathizing with today’s young people, 
Taking Jesus’ message seriously, Fuel a warm community, Prioritize young people everywhere, 
and Be the best neighbors. These are not just strategies to help you attract young people, but 

are also 6 great strategies for great ministry, regardless if another young person ever walks through the 
doors of your church building or logs onto your worship service. Growing Young cannot help you personally 
look or feel younger; it will not get rid of your wrinkles. But these strategies can help your congregation feel 
and be younger by reigniting energy in your members and attracting new younger worshipers that will 
reverse the effects of aging within our congregations. For more information about Growing Young, read the 
book “Growing Young: Six Essential Strategies to Help Young People Discover and Love Your Church” by 
Kara Powell, Jake Mulder and Brad M. 
 
Meet Deacon Travis Woodfield, Director of Congregational Legacy Hello! I have been fortunate to have a 
colorful adventure of a life, so, here’s a little of my story. I studied Philosophy from the Franciscan University 
of Steubenville, and Franciscan Studies from St. Bonaventure University. I’ve been fortunate to have life 
experience ranging from a fishmonger, admissions counselor, Franciscan friar, hospital chaplain, and Campus 
Minister. I also have a MDiv. from Wake Forest University. Studying at Wake allowed me the chance to intern 
and work with the Center For Congregational Health. While I was working there, I found a vocation that 
combined many of the things I was interested in. When I was a hospital chaplain, I loved getting to walk 
alongside people when they were making meaning of changes in their life. I am honored that I get to do the 
same with churches in their meaning-making work, whether that be launching to a new vision, reconsidering 
what ministry the church is called to, or even considering what end-of-life care and legacy-making might look 
like. Rachael, my wife, and I have been married 7 years. We have one cat who runs the house. In my spare 
time I love to play video games, cooking dinner, and playing guitar. I am also an amateur magician. When I 
get the pleasure of meeting   you ask me if I have a deck of cards and I’ll show you something! 

                                                           



 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING of January 12th, 2021 

 

Council Highlights for January 12th Meeting 
 

January was a month of transition without a Council President and Church Office Secretary. The Council took charge of daily 
office and operational concerns.  Donna Cassarella, Council Vice President assumed the Council Presidents’ duties as 
VP/Acting President until the new elected council would meet following the Annual Congregational meeting. 
 
Council revised and updated the description for the Secretary Duty requirements which would be necessary to hire a 
qualified applicant.  This was done by Kimberly Deliman, Jennifer Cipriani and Patsy Phile. The new part-time Church 
Secretary position was posted on Facebook. 
Lauren Miller (previous Secretary) came down from Warrior Run and helped Jane Krouse & Kimberly Washko to deal with the 
computer set-up and the secretary’s normal initial tasks needing to be accomplished. 
 
During the interim of hiring a new secretary, Kim Washko and Donna Cassarella assumed the immediate tasks of the office 
and produced the weekly worship bulletins and the newsletter. 
 
The Council authorized In-Church Worship services to open January 10th. 
 
 Pr. Michele Kaufman has been posting worship services on both our Facebook page and our Website. 
 
 Pr. Michele Kaufman would discuss Ash Wednesday & Lenten Worship Services with Arlene Poltrock, our Worship & Music 
Chairperson. 
 
Confirmation classes are now being planned for the fall. 
 
The newly elected Bishop for the NE Synod is Pastor Christopher de Forest and Pastor Carl Shankweiler was elected Assistant 
Bishop for our area. 
 
The Annual Congregational Meeting was discussed, and concerns were raised about reaching a quorum. It was decided that 
we would add the ability for members to attend via Zoom.  It could be verified if they were a “Voting” member when they 
signed on. The Annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 31st. 
 
 
The nominations for new Council members were collected by email, phone, and personal canvassing of members. We needed 
enough candidates to fill 4 – three yr. terms & 1 – 2 yr. term.  The Bulletin of Reports will be available January 24th & 31st. 
 
All Advent Giving Collections were extended through the end of January since we were not able to have services in 
December.  
 
Kim Deliman will chair the “Prayer Circle Committee” temporarily. Jim Cassarella will now be the chairman of the “Property 
Committee”. The council will need to review and update the Committee List and who will be on each of the teams. 
 
Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends fundraiser netted $207.76. 
Kim Washko re-created our outdated Website from scratch. It is now up and running. www.sjlutheran.org  Kim is currently 
exploring the possibility of adding a “Donate Button” onto our site.  She has invested an enormous amount of time & effort to 
accomplish this Website for us. 
 
An Adult Bible Study was suggested via Zoom until an in-person study program could be held.  This would be dependent upon 
Covid concerns being reduced in the future. 
 
Volunteer sign-up sheets will, again, be placed in the St. Stephens room. We are in need of people to help with being 
Readers, acolytes, assistant ministers, etc.  There will also be a clipboard to list Prayer Concerns next to the Flower Chart. 
 
The next Council meeting will immediately follow the Annual Congregational Meeting on January 31st. 
Submitted by, 
Donna Cassarella VP/Acting Presid 

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.sjlutheran.org/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1614568962077000&usg=AOvVaw2TEFtQEu_4NVodB2o4b_KQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.sjlutheran.org/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1614568962077000&usg=AOvVaw2TEFtQEu_4NVodB2o4b_KQ


 

 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING of  January 31, 2021 and February 11th, 2021 

                            FROM COUNCIL PRESIDENT DON WENNER, JR 

First, it's my pleasure to be serving on our Church Council again and especially as your president. Second below you 
will find the highlights for Council meetings on January 31, 2021 and February 11, 2021.  

January 31, 2021  (Organizational Meeting following Annual Congregational Meeting) 

Donna Cassarella, Council Vice President, acted as Council President for this meeting  because of Melody Hinderer’s 
resignation of her position as President. The meeting came 
to order at 11:39 am. Council members that were present were Joyce Ray, Jim Cassarella, 
Janet Brady, Jan Jacobus, Kim Washko, Don Wenner, Jr., Sheila Maslo, Kim Deliman, 
Carolyn Kuehn, Jennifer Cipriani, and Donna Cassarella. Patty Phile followed the 
meeting on Zoom. 

The Church Council should consist of 12 members. There were 5 seats open for 2021 council. 
Four seats were for 3 year terms and one was for a 2 year term. The 3 year terms were 
filled by Janet Brady, Don Wenner, Jr., Carolyn Kuehn and Jan Jacobus. The 2 year term 
was filled by Joyce Ray. 
Donna opened up the meeting for nominations for President: Jim Cassarella nominated Don Wenner, Jr. Kim 
Washko seconded the nomination. Don Wenner, Jr. accepted the nomination. All approved. At this point Don, Jr. 
took the meeting as President. 
 
The following persons were selected as the Executive council: 
 Vice President: Donna Cassarella. 
 Secretary: Carolyn Kuehn. 
 Treasurer: Jen Cipriani. 
 Assistant Secretary: Kim Washko. 
 Assistant Treasurer: Sheila Maslo.  

Council will meet on the second Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm. Due to the COVID 
pandemic, members will have the option to attend the meeting via Zoom or meet at the 
church. 
 
Kim Deliman made a motion to close the meeting. Donna Cassarella seconded the 
motion. All approved. 

Don, Jr. led the council in praying The Lord’s Prayer. 

The meeting ended at 12:03 pm. 

February Council Meeting 

February 11th, 2021: 

Began at 7:07 pm & Presided by Council President Don Wenner, Jr. 

  Council meeting minutes;  
   The January 12th's minutes were approved by those who were present at the meeting. 
 
                  The January 31st's organizational meeting minutes were approved by those who were present at the                       
  meeting. 
  The Treasure report was approved.   



 

Pastors Report: All approved.  Pastor had 2 funerals in January.  She had a meeting with our new Bishop.  Pastor 
assisted with office issues at our church.  She had 39 hours and 197 miles for January.  Pastor will start confirmation 
classes in the fall.  Pastor Michele will have midweek lenten services at St. Paul’s on Feb. 17th, 24th, March 3rd, 
10th, 17th and 24th at 11:00 am.    Lenten services will be online also.  Pastor asked if we would want to share in 
ordering the same  bulletin cover for her 3 churches to save money.  Right now each church has a different cover 
each week. 

Council decided that we should have a Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter service. More information to 
follow. 

WORSHIP & MUSIC : No Report 

STEWARDSHIP TEAM: No Report 

LEARNING MINISTRY:  Kim Deliman, Chairperson 
 Haven’t had any meetings.  Probably next Thursday, February 18th.  Not sure about VBS. VBS tabled until 
 the next meeting. 

PROPERTY TEAM:  Jim Cassarella, Chairperson 

 Jim made a large 7’ wooden cross to replace the old white birch cross.  Jim and Don Wenner, Sr. made and 
 installed a pulley system above the altar area for hanging decorative articles.  He contacted Zanolini about 
 snow plowing and added clearing the handicap area of snow as part of their contractual duties.  He also 
 repaired the sanitizing station in the narthex.   

LCW:  Mary Ellen Sims, Chairperson: No Report 

 LAY EUCHARIST: No Report 

 Melody and Judy are calling our homebound and nursing home members bi-weekly. 

CALL COMMITTEE: No report.  This will be tabled until next month. 

CEMETERY BOARD REPORT:  Jennifer Cipriani, Chairperson 

 It was brought up that one of the two trucks by the cemetery has no brakes and is unable to blow the snow. 
 Our concerns will be brought up at the next Cemetery Board meeting.  

OLD BUSINESS: 

Website update – Kim Washko said the website is active and constantly being updated.  

Volunteers – Still need people to help with service duties and church committees. 

Bear Creek Summer Camp – There is information about this in the bulletins and newsletters.  LCW will pay $200.00 
per child towards their registration. 

Singing during in-church worship services – It was thought that the pastors should be asked how they feel about 
singing.  This topic was tabled until next month.  The envelopes will be put back out in the pews. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Audit – On Friday, February 19th at 6:30 pm Kim Deliman, Jen, Sheila, Don, Jr. and Joyce will audit the books at the 
church. 



Lauren Miller – Donna Cassarella made a motion to give Lauren a check for $100.00 for helping with the 
computer.  Patty Phile seconded the motion.  All approved. 

Pr. Horn – Joyce Ray made a motion to send a  $100.00 memorial donation to Muhlenberg College in Pr. 
Horn’s  name.  Janet Brady seconded the motion.  All approved. 

Committees and Team Members Update – Time and Talent sheets and the inactive member rolls will be tabled until 
next month.  

Hiring for the Secretary position – Jen, Donna, Don, Jr. and Kim Washko interviewed a candidate.  She will be voted 
on tonight with the understanding that she passes her clearances.  Joyce Ray made a motion that we hire this person 
with the understanding that she passes her clearances.  Jim Cassarella seconded the motion.  All approved.     

Patty Phile thanked Donna and Kim Washko for all they have done to help in the office transition. 

Jim Cassarella plans another sausage supper for Saturday,  April 17th from 1:00 to 5:00 pm.  This will be a drive-thru 
again. 

Personal issues were discussed...see Council Secretary for specifics. 

NEXT MEETING: 
 Thursday, March 11th, 2021 at 7:00 pm.  

 

OUR CHURCH CONTINUES TO LIVE THROUGH THE COVID PANDEMIC. PHYSICAL DISTANCING HAS CHANGED 
THE WAY WE WORSHIP AND SERV, BUT THE NEED IS GREAT, AND GOD’S CHUCH IS AT WORK. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2021 Church Council Members: 

Don Wenner (President) 
Donna Cassarella (Vice President)    Jan Jacobus 
Jen Cipriani (Treasurer)    Kimberly Deliman  
Shiela Maslo (Asst. Treasurer)                               Janet Brady 
Carolyn Kuehn   (Secretar    Joyce Ray 
Kim Washko (Asst. Secretary)    Patty Phile 
      Jim Cassarella 
  
*Jen Cipriani (Treasurer) – The treasurer is not required to be a member of council 

 


